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LORD 


What is Needed 


THE FOLLOWING LETTER 


LANSBURY TO LORD RUNCIMAN 


WEEK:— 


AY I wish your “peace mission” the greatest possible success. 
Miers millions of people in all lands unite in hoping and praying 
that from the discussions between yourself and the statesmen in 
Central Europe there will emerge a supreme effort, however small. to 
remove the causes of war through conciliation and good will founded 
on cooperation, mutual trust, and willingness to share the world and its 
resources for the service and well being of all. 
Every statesman knows war means the destruction of all we value in 
life, and all are equally aware that through cooperation and sharing 
all may become prosperous and secure. 


Again all good wishes. 


— 


Publie Affairs 
COMMENTARY 
by 
“ Vigilant ” 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA: THE LARGER ISSUE 

HEN Lord Runciman arrived in Prague 
on Wednesday his plans beyond this 
weekend were vaguer than the objects of 
his visit to Czechoslovakia. Even his con- 
versations with the Sudeten German 
leaders, due to follow preliminary talks 


with President Benesh and M. Hodza on| 


Thursday, were dependent upon the ap- 
parently uncertain return of Herr Henlein 
from Germany and—even more uncer- 
tainly, not to say ominously—upon the 
smooth working out of what rough and 
tentative plans had been made. 

Yet the Runciman mission cannot but be 
welcomed, and given every good wish for 
success, as an opportunity for a real and 
lasting settlement on the basis of meeting 
real grievances and vital needs. It is good 
that the Czechs have taken the occasion 
seriously enough to prorogue their Parlia- 
ment on account of it after the first day’s 
sitting for nearly three months. 

It may not prove more than another of 
the many opportunities which statesmen, 
intent upon the old diplomatic game of 
manceuvring and bargaining for advantage, 
have let slip by. But at least the presence 
of a comparatively neutral negotiator 
should be exploited to ascertain what is 
really at the bottom of the struggle, on 
the one hand to end, on the other to main- 
tain, Czechoslovakia’s vital connexions 
with.the USSR and France. 

For that is the real issue, as Mr. Lansbury 
clearly realized when he sent his message 
of good wishes to Lord Runciman. If the 
larger problem of how to enable the 
nations to live peacefully side by side is 
not tackled, there may not be war this 
month or next, but there will remain all 
the inflammable material for one lying 
dangerously about in Europe. 


And if it is tackled, the problem of the 
minorities, admittedly about as difficult as 
such a problem could be, will be found to 
be comparatively easy to solve. Even 
Germany herself would doubtless not find 
it more urgent to incorporate Sudeten than 
the Tyrolean Germans in the Reich. 


(continued on back page) 


TO | 
RUNCIMAN 


in Central Euro pe 


WAS SENT BY MR. GEORGE 
AT TIE BEGINNING OF THiS 


From Our Own 


IDE by side with the remark- 
S able spreading of the pacifist 
case against war, efforts are 
ibeing made to suppress those who 
seek to put that case and to prevent 
its being heard. 

While such efforts cannot entirely suc- 
ceed against such healthy signs as the 
steady growth of the Peace Pledge Union 
daily, the fact that they are thought 
necessary is giving great encouragement 
to pacifists everywhere to press on with 
their campaign for constructive peace 
making. 

The excuse usually given for not 
allowing pacifists facilities for putting 
their case is that such facilities cannot 
be given for “political” purposes. 

Apart from the question as to whether 
peace organizations are, in fact, political 


(the question of peace itself is generally 
admitted to be more than a merely 
political issue), the thinness of the ex- 
cuse is not infrequently revealed by the 
fact that similar facilities are given for 
causes no less suspect. 

When an application for meetings under 
the auspices of the Peace Pledge Union to 
be held in New Milton Recreation Ground 
and Milford.car park ‘in connexion with 
the visit of the touring loud-spezker van 
this month) came before Lymington, 
Hants, Borough Council, Councillor J. 
Grosvenor-Jones moved its rejection on 
the ground that “so far the council had 
kept free from political meetings.” 

Although the proposition was carried, 
objections to this course were raised on 
the grounds that the union was “not en- 
tirely a political body” and that anyhow it 
was non-party. Councillor Dinham 
warned: “Th: time is bound to come when 
you will get this restriction challenged.” 

No reason was given, however, in the 
letter informing the local PPU of the 
decision. 


CHALLENGE COMING SOON? 

In reply to a similar request to the 
Christchurch Council, the secretary of the 
Christchurch, Highcliffe, and New Milton 
PPU group (Ronald F. Smith) was advised 
that 

As, however, the council have decided not 
to grant the use of the recreation grounds, or 
other property belonging to the corporation, 
for any political purpose whatever, I regret 
that it is not possible to grant your application. 


Although in the small towns around here 


Peace Pledge Union 
Manifesto Campaign 


Canon Stuart Morris 
(Chairman of the Peace Pledge Union) 
on 
How To Consolidate 
The Gains 
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BAN ON CASE 
FOR PACIFISM 


Correspondents 


there are no market places or other 
recognized sites for open-air meetings, the 
group was not to be daunted and set about 
arranging other sites. These they soon pro- 
cured at Lymington. New Milton, and 
Christchurch. 

The banning of the meetings on coun- 
cil-controlled property wil! n>t have the 
effect of stopping them altogether, but, 
if there are good grounds for taking the 
matter up from the standpoint of free 
speech in general, the group is consider- 
ing doing so both direct with the two 
councils and through the local papers. 
Incidentally this will gain some publicity 

for the visit of the PPU van. 


WHAT IS “ POLITICAL ”? 

The same question arose when the com- 
mittee of the Wolverhampton Floral Fete 
informed the secretary of the Society of 
Friends’ Warwickshire Monthly Meeting 
Peace Committee (Leonard A. Broomfield) 
and the PPU that they would 

not agree to any propaganda stand which is 

in any way connected with politics, as they 


consider that such propaganda is not in keep- 
ing with a floral fete. 

The strange, if not deliberate, inter- 
pretation of what is “connected with 
politics ”—or, indeed, of what is “in 
keeping with a floral ‘ete "—was, how- 

ever, shown by the fact that they ~llowed 

an ARP tent to be held. 

The same organizations were more suc- 
cessful at Handsworth Flower Show, as a 
peace tent was held there later in the same 
week and proved quite an attraction. 


REARMAMENT AND FREEDOM 

In these circumstances a national con- 
ference on war preparation and civil free- 
dom, to be held in London in the autumn, 
assumes added importance. 

The conference. organized by the 
National Peace Council in conjunction with 
the National Council for Civil Liberties, is 
to be held on October 28 and 29. 

It will deal with the encroachment 0% 
executive and military authority on iemo- 
cratic and parliamentary rights, the chal- 
lenge of war preparation to trade union 
rights and standards, the probable dangers 
to civil liberty in air raid precautions 
plans, and the unofficial propaganda cam- 
paign for some form of “ national service ” 
or “ registration.” 

The conference is for delegates and visitors, 
and there is expected to be a large and repre- 


sentative attendance from all the peace and 
kindred organizations. 


2d 


** Alternative 
to War is 
Simple 

and Sure”’ 


—George Lansbury 


OLLOWING is the text of the message 
F in which Mr. George Lansbury put the 
pacifist alternative to war before the mass 
demonstration in Hyde Park which con- 
cluded the Peace Pledge Union's Manifesto 
campaign: 

“We refuse to accept war and all its 
horrors as a necessary evil. We love free- 
dom and liberty of thought and action. We 
deplore and are shamed by the dreadful 
cruel suffering now being inflicted on the 
Jewish race in so many parts of the world. 


“We greatly deplore the suffering and 
misery suffered by millions of people of 
other races and creeds in Spain, China and 
other parts of Europe and Asia. 


“We know these evils cannot be over- 
come by adding fuel to the fires of hatred, 
violence and war. We join with all who 
are working to bring succoux to the 
afflicted of all nations. We support every 
movement for re-establishing peace and 
giving nations another opportunity to re- 
move the causes of strife. 


OUR ALTERNATIVE 

“Our alternative to war is simple and 
sure. We want our people throughout the 
British Commonwealth of Nations to unite 
in giving a great lead to the rest of the 
world; a lead toward unity such as we see 
in the United States and elsewhere. We 
need less ‘ nationalism’ and a further ‘ inter- 
nationalism.’ We do not advocate a r-w 
central power governing all from one 
centre. 


“We do ac:: that, in all questions affect- 
ing the relationships between nations, 
there shall be cooperatiun in such ways 
as will enable all to share territories, 
resources, and markets on equal terms. 
Our people must give this lead. We must 
do so, recognizing that, for us, the days 
of imperialism are passing away. 


“ Japan, Italy and Germany can never 
hope to take our place, the economic 
forces which have brought mankind to the 
present crisis are so stror.g as to compel 
us to cooperate or perish. 


“We must recognize facts and understand that 
just as in our own land private and monopolist 
interests are being changed and t:.2 wellbeing 
of the people put before every other considera- 
tion, so abroad we must transform the terrible 
anarchy, produced by greed and violent com- 
petition, into the harmony of cooperation and 
service. We have a hard, long row to hoe. We 
must do our job day by day with the same 
energy, devotion and enthusiasm as those exhibit 
who are preparing for war. Our nation can 
give such a lead once we have the will to do 
so. I hope the march and demonstration will 
bring many thousands to our ranks, and above 
all will enforce the truth, ‘War is not inevit- 
able” There is a more excellent way 
which finds its expression in the words, ‘For- 
give as you hope to be forgiven,’ *Do to others 
as you hope to be done by’; never forget the 
absolute truth embodied in the words - Be not 
deceived; God is not mocked; whatsoever men 
or nations sow, that shall they reap.’” 


On Other Pages 


News from 9 Countries 
PPU a:d the Workers ~ 


“ Speaking Personally,” by 
Arthur Wragg 


Impressions of the Manifesto 
Campaign 


Conciliation or Arms 
Crossword Puzzle... 
PPU Manifesto in full 
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The Manifesto 
BY STUART 


Crauman of the - 


THERS have written an 
account of the Manifesto 
Tour itself and of the really 
splendid procession into London and 
gathering in Hyde Park. I want to 
try to carry you on a stage further. 
Let me, however, first express the grati- 
tude which we all feel to those who gave 
up a week to bring the PPU message 
through England and to all who by joining 
in the procession, whether in cars or 
awheel or on foot, selling PEACE NEWS 
or distributing literature, helped to make 
so effective a witness. To those, too, who 
at various stages of the tour helped to 
arrange meetings or gave hospitality to 
the travellers, our best thanks. 


STILL ON THE MAP 


But what next? For that is the question 
which the PPU must always be asking. 
The tour has cnce more focused attention 
on the PPU. 

In some sense it repeated something of 
what Dick Sheppard did when he won the 
Glasgow Rectorial Election. At least it 
showed that pacifism is still on the map. 

It introduced us to parts of the country 
where we were little more than a name 
(though that can’t be true of many places); 
it served to link up the work of groups into 
a unity of purpose; it provided fresh pub- 
licity in many local papers, brought us 
some mention in some of the national press 
and gave us a place in the news bulletin 
of the BBC. 


That means that once more we have been 
put on our mettle. Unless this is to be a 
stunt it has to be a stimulant. 

We must all have realized that for the PPU 
a policy of decentralization is essential. Scotland 
is now organized as an area with its own head- 
quarters and area organizer. Wales has its 
national council and its Welsh posters and litera- 
ture (symbolized in the Welsh car in the pro- 
cession). 

It is hoped that before long other areas will 
have reached the stage when an area committee 
can put for the consideration of the sponsors a 
scheme of area organization including a Dick 
Sheppard headquarters, and, if necessary, a paid 
organizer. 

What better use could be made of at least part 
of the Memorial Fund than by giving capital 
grants in the hope that the areas helped in this 
way might before long be able to finance their 
own local organization? 


IMPORTANCE OF THE INDIVIDUAL 


But the process of decentralization has 
to be carried through to each individual 
member of the PPU. The whole movement 
grows out of the pledge of an individual, 
and in the hands of each of us in some 
sense rests its Hénour and its future. 

That it has already been able to exercise 
so much influence and to grow day by 
day is due te the enthusiasm and enerzy 
of so many of our individual members who 
found a new inspiration in pacifism. The 
work of group leaders, and of others who 
break chrough a natural reserve to carry 
a poster or sell PEACE NEWE is having a 
growing cffect. 

Unfortunately, however, it is not true to 
say that evecy member of the PPU is doing 
all that might be done. 

Some of the original signatories no doubt 
signed the pledge card without wanting to 
be brought into an organization—and in- 
deed there was no organization then into 
which they could be brought. Others 
already occupied in activiti:s which take 
up most of their spare time hesitate to 
undertake work in connexion with yet 
another organization. 


Dick Sheppard did not start an organization 
and then ask people to join it. He asked people 
to declare themselves, and as they came together 
in a common pledge so they made the Peace 

ledge Union. It is not, therefore, a question of 
joining yet another organization but of strength- 
ening a fellowship and perhaps even of recog- 
izing that unless the PPU can help to estab- 
lish pacifism all alternatives will come to nought 
in the general break-up of civilization. 

1 would therefore appeal to the many who 
do not yet actually belong to a group. It 
strengthens both their own faith and the whole 
movement if they get into touch with their 
Nearest group leader, whose name and address 
will giadly be given on application to head- 
quarters 


AN OBJECTIVE—AND FINANCE 


Moreover, it must not be left to head- 
quarters or to public meetings to increase 


DUCdGE33, Catherine St., W.C.2. Tem. 8243. 
Fvg3,83) Mita, Wel Taurs, 2.39. (Smoking: 


GLORIOUS MORNING 


by Norman Macowan 


THE MESSAGE OF THIS PLAY, DELIVERED WITH 
BLAZING SINCERITY AND STRENGTH, 18 THAT 
CHE CAUSE OF FREEDOM IS THE CAUSE OF GOD.” 


PEACE 


NEW>s * 


Tour—& After 
D. MORRIS 


'eace . ledge Union 


our membership. We cannot rest satisfied 
with our present numbers or even with 
the normal steady increase of signatories 
at the ::resent rate of about 700 a month. 


It was hoped that the Manifesto would 
be the basis for securing new members. 
The widespread distribution of over half- 
a-million copies has .0 doubt helped to 
this end. It is up to each and all to drive 
home the challenge by personal influence. 


A little more individual effort among 
friends and neighbours, and it ought to be 
possible for each signatory to obtain at 
least one other before the end of the year. 
That might well be one objective we should 
set ourselves. 


The tour has called forth several generous and 
mostly anonymous gifts, and indeed the work 
of ie PPU from its inception would not have 
been possible without the amazing generosity of 
a comparatively few friends. That is act to dis- 
count the regular gifts of many who are giving 
what they can afford, nor to be forgetful of the 
fact that Dick Sheppard did not want the pay- 
ment of a subscription to be a condition of sign- 
ing the pledge. 

All who will sign are welcome, even if they 
have no money to give. But our work cannot 
develop without money, and we ought to be 
becoming less and less dependent upon large 
gifts and more and more certain of an increasing 
number of small ones. 

Many members are doubtless making cuntribu- 
tions to local funds of which headquarters ras 
no record, but so far as contributions given 
through headquarters are concerned, it wouid 
appear that not more than 25,000 of cur mem- 
bers have subscribed to our funds. There dces 
not seem to be sufficient unanimity among 
groups to make it possible to adopt one common 
scheme for raising the necessary money from 
group, area and national activities. The “ North- 
ampton scheme” recently suggested will be made 
available for such groups as desire to have the 
collecting and record cards. Headquarters will 
continue to keep in touch with those who have 
previously sent money direct, unless in any 
specific case they are asked not to do so. 

But would it not be possible for us to double 
the number of regular subscribers if the need 
for consolidating the ground we have won and 
pressing on further were realized? 


FUTURE PLANS 


It has been suggested that groups who 
did not have the opportunity of sharing 
directly in the tour might arrange similar 
tours in their own neighbourhood. The 
gathering of as many cars as possible for 
a procession through the district during a 
weekend, with poster parades and open-air 
meetings en route, culminating in a demon- 
stration at some central point might well 
mark the beginning of the winter’s work 
before the clocks are put back again. 

Plans are already being discussed for a more 
extensive tour next year, when it may be pos- 
sible for parties to converge on London from all 
quarters for a yet more impressive demonstra- 
tion in Hyde Park, at which each area, if not 
each county, might have its own platform and 
speakers. 

In the meantime, our next corporate effort 
will take place on October 31, for naturally we 
shall desire to mark together the first anniver- 
sary of Dick Sheppard’s death. 


The Queen’s Hall, London, has been chosen as 
our meeting place, and we hope to plan an even- 
ing there from which we may find fresh inspira- 
tion and renew our determination that his work 
should go on from strength to strength. 


Unions Join Peace 


Movement 


An increase in its contact with the trade 
union movement has been a notable feature 
of the work of the National Peace Council 
in recent months. 


The Railway Clerks’ Association, the 
National Union of Distributive and Allied 
Workers, National Union of Shop Assis- 
tants, and the Civil Service Clerical 
Association have all affiliated to the council 
in the past year. 


This is revealed in the council’s annual 
report, just issued. The council now 
affiliates 43 national organizations and 
about 80 local peace councils and other local 
organizations in all parts of the country. 


The report speaks of the difficulties of 
making a success of cooperative action in 
present circumstances, but adds that the 
close of the year 


saw, however, a strengthening of the general 
conviction that despite if not because of these 
difficulties the contribution of the National 
Council to the work of the peace movement is 
indispensable and that, given a clear under- 
standing of its momentary limitations where 
direct policy-making is concerned, the council 
can succeed in giving substance to the prin- 
ciple of cooperation over a considerable field 
of practical action. 


. The report can be obtained from the 


National Peace Council, 39 Victoria Street, 


London, 8.W.1. 
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Parliamentary Notes 


POLICIES THAT MEAN WAR— 
DESPITE DESIRE FOR PEACE 


Att members of the House of Commons 

want peace; the issue really is, what 
kind of peace? That issue was raised by 
Mr. Reginald Sorensen, MP, during a 
foreign affairs debate in Parliament last 
week. He said: 


There are some who want a peace of stagna- 
tion; and there are some who want a peace of 
conquest; and there are those who want a peace 
of justice. I want something more even than 
the last; I want a peace of human cooperation. 


Mr. Sorensen went on to ask 


whether the conception of peace embodied in the 
policy of the British Government and its sup- 
porters is not a peace of conquest with law suo- 
servient thereto—in other words, a British : 1- 
perialist peace? ... They want the angel of 
peace to walk abroad with the British trident 
in her hand and a tame lion by her side. 


A Government supporter, Mr. Wise, in- 
terjected: “A very good system, too.” As 
Mr. Sorensen resumed, and pointed out that 
it was that very conception of peace which 
was largely responsible for the threat of 
war today, Mr. Beverley Baxter, another 
Conservative, interrupted: 

I think Mr. Sorensen will agree with me that 
the world must have leadership, and,'if he can 


suggest a better leadership than that of this 
country, we shall be glad to hear of it. 


INTERESTS BEFORE PEACE 


Mr. Sorensen’s reply to this was con- 
tained in the remainder of his speech, from 
which the following are extracts: 


The Prime Minister said this afternoon: 
“Though we seek peace, we are not prepared 
to sacrifice British honour and interests. We 
cannot stand by and see our interests sacrificed.” 
The statement of the Prime Minister may be 
summed up as: “ What we have we hold.” 


The Prime Minister said, further: “Our in- 
terests in China have been of great importance 
for hundreds of years.” All this blindly ignores 
the fact that the standard we set up for our- 
selves is precisely the standard by which other 
Powers also determine their policy. 


When we declare to the world that what we 
have we hold, we evoke the response from 
every other Power: “What we want we will 
get.” 


If we maintain, as hon. members opposite 
maintain, that the peace of the world must carry 
with it the status quo, the preservation of Bri- 
tain’s imperial monopoly and supremacy, we are 
literally asking the rest of the world to follow 
our example and challenge our supremacy... . 
It is natural that Japan should retort, * Very 
well, we are going to start our hundreds of years 
of interests in China. You have had the advan- 
tages for hundreds of years past, while we were 
a slumbering feudal nation until eighty years 
ago; now we will begin.” 


CAUSES OF WAR 


The Prime Minister said, “ We desire the re- 
moval of the causes of possible conflict in the 
relationship of one country with another.” 
Everyone agrees with those sentiments; but what 
are the causes of such possible conflicts? 


Does anyone imagine that by merely post- 
poning the threat of crisis or emergency, 
merely lasting out the years by some subter- 
fuge or diplomatic manceuvre, we are remoy- 
ing the causes of war? They lie in the clash 
for supremacy. 


It is sheer hypocrisy to pretend -that by 
merely postponing war we are averting it. As 
long as were merely worship at the shrine of 
power, other nations will do the same. As long 
as we are unprepared to sacrifice part of our 
material advantage for the sake of humanity as 
a whole, other nations will adopt the same 
standard as we have adopted, and tread the 
same path as we have trod, and in time we shall 
find ourselves in inevitable conflict with all | 
nations trying savagely to grab power. 


HOW BRITAIN CAN LEAD 
I 


But Britain must give a lead precisely because | 
it has this imperial adyantage, because it has 
a higher standard of life, because it gained so 
much more out of the last war than other 
Powers, and precisely because it has missed so. 
many golden opportunities. For those reasons 
it can give a great lead. | 


Britain, by forswearing her imperial supr2- | 
macy for the benefit of humanity, can deliver | 
a moral shock to the world. I ask, therefore, 
before we drift on and on to a vortex of de- 
struction that there should be in this House on 
all sides members who are prepared to make 
Great Britain a great Britain in a new sense 
of the word—not in terms of territorial advan- 
tage or of economic superiority, but in terms of 
moral and social leadership to the whole world. | 

! 


N appeal to the Government to realize 

that ever-increasing armaments place 
further difficulties in the way of a settle- 
ment of problems by conciliation and 
negotiation was made by Lord Ponscnby in 
the House of Lords last week. 


“The nations are arming as they have 
never armed before in the world’s history,” 
said Lord Ponsonby. “The burden laid on 
the backs of the people in the various 
countries is borne and accepted because 
they are deliberately inspired by fear of 
being attacked with modern weapons of 
war. 


HINDRANCE, NOT HELP 


“Leading statesmen in all countries know 
that arms are no remedy and no solution, 
but leave matters worse than they were; 
yet the competitive race in armaments 
continues. 


“The Government is honestly anxious 
for appeasement, conciliation, and 
negotiation. Do the Government realize 
that the armaments on which month by 
month they are learning more strongly 
to rely, so far from being a help, must 
be a hindrance to any lasting settlement 
in the lon: run? 


“Why? Because the cxtent cf your u.:ma- 
ments is the exact measure of your mis- 
trust of the people with whom you want 
to deal. 


“But of course it will be said: ‘We are 
not alone; we are doing simply what others 
are doing.” That is the time-honoured 
excuse for wrongdoing on which the weak 
always fall back to excuse their vices. 


HOW DISARMAMENT WILL COME 


“ Disarmament is not going to come from 
any simultaneous agreemen: between the 
Powers. It is going to come, and it will 
come some day, from following the ex- 
ample of the nation which first proclaims 
its distrust and abhorrence of the whole 
method of warfare, more especially taking 
into account what that means today. 


“ Ministers of the Crown here today jre- 
quently express their distrust and abhor- 
rence Of war to us, but they go on just the 
same. Let them proclaim it to the world, 
and have the courage to leave off.” 


Points frem Answers 


Sino-Japanese War.—In reply to a ques- 
tion by Mr. A. Henderson, as to whether 
the Premier had any further statement to 
make on the possibility of mediation in the 
Sino-Japanese War with a view to securing 
an early termination of hostilities, Mr. 
Chamberlain quoted the Japanese Prime 
Minister as saying that there was no possi- 
bility of peace through mediation by a 
third Power. 


When Mr. Henderson asked: * Provided 
both sides were willing, would the Goevern- 
ment be prepared to act as mediator?” 
Mr. Chamberlain replied: “We must wait 
until both sides are willing.” 


British Forces in China.—Mr. Hore- 
Belisha told Mr. Day on July 26 that “the 
strength of the British, including Indian 
and Colonial troops, in the Shanghai, Tien- 
tsin, and Hong Kong areas on July 1 was 
445 officers and 8,083 other ranks.” 


Anglo-Italian Agreement.—Replying to 
Mr. Cocks, the Prime Minister said it was 
for the British Government to say what 
interpretation they put on the phrase in 
this agreement relating to a settlement 
in Spain. He denied that the Italian 
Government had said that the only settle- 
ment they would agree to would be one 
contingent on an insurgent victory. 


** Kverything for Peace”—but Empire Comes First 


Further evidence of the attitude of gov- 
ernment M.P.s toward peace and the 
Empire was provided by a letter received 
last week by a member of the Peace Pledge 
Union from olonel G. K. M. Mason, MP 
for North Croydon. 


Acknowledging a copy of the Peace 
Pledge Union Manifesto which had been 
sent to him, Colonel Mason wrote; I can- 
not go all the way with it, but can assure 
you that I am as anxious as anybody to do 
everything possible to maintain peace, con- 
sistent with the safety of the British Empire. 
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PEACE NEWS 


News From Abroad 3 


Canada 
GROWING MOVEMENT 
AGAINST POLITICIANS 
WHO PREPARE FOR WAR 


By G. RAYMOND BOOTH 
TORONTO. 


LL the political issues in Canada in recent months have had to 
Ae with peace, or perhaps with war. The most recent discussion 
of this apparently baffling problem occurred recently in Ottawa 
when the Conservatives were holding their first national convention since 
1927. The Hon. R. B. Bennett, Leader of the Opposition, and former 
Prime Minister, he ot “ blasting ” fame, made his valedictory speech. It 
was intensely imperialistic. But, 
more, it was the expression of a 
child-like faith in the foreign policy 
and rearmament programme of Mr. 
Chamberlain’s government. | 

Speaking in the same strain came the Rt 
Hon. Arthur Meighan, former leader, and 
also Mr. MacPherson, youthful ardent arch- 
imperialist. 

When the votes were counted, the Hon. 
R. J. Manion was the new Conservative 
leader. Mr. Manion is English-speaking. 
lives in Orange Ontario. is an Irish Roman 
Catholic, and has for a wife a French!4+~ militarism when relations with Eng- 
Roman Catholic. And it was the French|/land were less friendly; the Anglo-Eire 
minority which chose him agreement concluded recently has put this 


AGAINST IMPERIALIST WAR country very much on the warpath. 
N eS i" es —_ ' An appeal to Mr. De Valera to forsake 
NOW ee Len cS eh ahate else >? | this path hageseen made im an open letter 
eae cae DOE oe ieee om. {trom thirteen signatories published in the 
our strongest force against a warlike im- 


Irish Ti : i : 
perialism. They will fight quickly enough | pe imesteThis appeas declared: 


I : z Pel It would be 2 sorry ‘hing if you. who have 
if molested. but will not go gunning in| finely dared to bring the name and teaching of 
foreign parts. 


the Divine into the counsels of the nations at 
They went their placia way during the| Genev2, should ever ask. your own countrymen 

first two years of the World War, but when jing 

conscription was enacted they vigorously 

objected and effectively circumvented its 

enforcement. Naturally Conservative. they 

turned Liberal, and Liberalism in Canada, 

has out-conservatived the Conservatives. 


And now the Liberals have in one year 
doubled the expenditure on defence. have 
kept the channels open for war materials 
export. have gratefully received !targe 

* war orders from Britain and prayed for 
more. and have agreed to air bases and 
air training stations. The Liberals have 
become too sure of the 65 seats from 

Quebec and have gone wooing Orange 

imperialism. 

Indications are that these peace-loving 
habitants from the “ ancien province,” 
never strongly party-minded, any way. are 
turning away from Liberalism to a Conser- 
vatism largely moulded by themselves 


PROVINCES IN REVOLT 


Industrial Ontario is disproportionately | 
influential in Canadian politics, with the 
result that the western wheat-growing pro- 
vinces and the maritime provinces are dis- 
satisfied and in certain cases actually in 
revolt. 


Kire 
Non-Violence the 


Only Defence 
CALL TO DE VALERA 


From Our Own Correspondent 


The bond of non-violent resistance to an in- 


people in their adherence to the established 
order much as their non-violent resistance to 
religious persecution united them in the days 
of the Penal Laws. 

To reconsider your policy and to set an un- 
Precedented example to the nations will re- 
| quire courage and resolution of a high order. 
But you have both (we say it in no spirit of 
adulation. for it 1s widely recognized). 

Having declared the absolute neutrality of 
Ireland, to maintain the country in a state of 
non-violent resistance in the event of aggres- 


and the confidence of the Irish people. But. 


again, you have both. 


Norway 


A.R.P. Restricts 


Freedom 
From Our Own Correspondent 


Latest authority to succumb to the ARP 
/ virus is the Norwegian Government. 


preliminary stages, compulsory black-outs 


Conservatism is at a low ebb all over the not having yet been attempted, powerful 


country. In two western provinces the} 
Canadian Commonwealth Federation is the | tions ofthe napals Gee 
Opposition, and, in one, not a single con- pop i 

stituency is held by a Conservative. In In Verden Venter, monthly organ of the 
another the evangelist Social Crediter| Norwegian Peace Society (annual confer- 
Aberhart holds sway. There is not among|¢nce of which was reported in PEACE 
the nine provinces nor at Ottawa a single NEWS a fortnight ago). a long article points 
Conservative government. out the futility of ARP. and says, among 


wer: other things: 

_And now comes Quebec with its poten- It is a very serious matter that many ot 
tial 65 seats out of 245. Ontario has 84| these (ARP) regulations seem to put an end 
and is emotionally Conservative. to much of the freedom that we have as citizens 

Sa of a democratic country. But perhaps even 
A new Conservative party may easily 
come to power in Canada in which 


more serious is the fact that by these means 
the people will gradually begin to believe that 

French Roman Catholics will hold the 

war dogs in leash. 


a useful purpose will be served by trying to 
It would be interesting, to say the least.) ——~—— 


defend oneself against air attack. 


vader would, we confidently suggest, unite the | 


sion would require rare qualities of leadership | 


Though the precautions are only in their: 


protests have been raised from many sec-| 


{RE was more free from the threat of | 


ithe various expressions of hatred of war and 


‘convinced that it serves to stimulate more 


ithe meeting is held in a cifferent country, 
,of which the traditions and history, the 


|nesses and difficulties. are stunied particu- 


Deumartl 


ANOTHER 
PEACE MONUMENT 


ERE is another of those monuments—of 


which we reproduced last week a 
collection of 21 photographs—erected to, 
peace. This one, in the Police Headquarters ! 


in Copenhagen, shows a man destroying the 
| weapons of war. 
jmarble background. 


It is in bronze, with a white 


The reader who sent this picture (Mrs. D. F. 
Soden, of Kirk Sandal, Doncaster} declares 
she was " impressed when in Copenhagen by 


desire for peace as shown in different statues, 
and the constructive, civic, and peaceful 
spirit one feels there.” 


Estonia 


Week’s Study of World 


Problems 


From Our Own Correspondent. | 
With characteristic originality the organ- 
izers of the annual Scanainavian Study 
Week have arranged for this year’s meet- 
ing, the fifth, to take place outside Scandi- 
navia, near the university town of Tartu, 
in Estonia, from July 17 to 24. 


Conceived in the first place by com- 
mittees of peace workers in Sweden, 
Finland, and Denmark, the chief object 
of the “study week” is to arouse the 
interest of the participants in inter- 
national problems generally. 


Though admittedly little can be accom- 
plished in one week, the organizers are 


intensive subsequent study, resulting in the 
ultimate formation of a more objective and 
better informed public opinion on questions 
of international cooperation. Each year 


economic and social structure. the weak- 


larly closely, in addition to subjects of 
more general interest. 

This year lectures are being given by 
prominent politicians and university pro- 
fessors from Estonia. Finland, Norway, and 
Denmark. and by one of Sweden’s leading 
journalists. Sven Backlund. 


U.S.A. 


Motland 
WHAT INDIVIDUALS 
CAN DO 


From Our Own Correspondent 
BENTVELD. 
Some Unitarian members of the Peace Pledge 
Union have been attending here the international 
conference of Liberal Christians. 
In his closing remarks the leader of the con- 


ference, Dr. Van Holk, a Dutchman, said that 
although those present, as an international as- 


From its Institute of Internationa] Rela- 
tions at Lincoln University, Pennsylvania, 
the American Friends’ Service Committee 
sent out this summer 53 young men and 
women as Student Peace Service Volun- 
teers. Fez twelve days tlese students, with 
13 others, had studied international rela- 
tions, economics, psychology, religion, and 
government under a faculty which included 
sociation of Liberal Christians, could not hope to} Gerald Hearc, well-known English writer 
shape national policies, yet in their own countries|and yacifist, Devere Allen, editor of 
and in their individual lives they could work for Nofrontier News Service and World Events; 
on Sabicea of the message of and A. J. :Auste, director of the Presby- 

terian Labour Templ2 in New York. 


‘ Whatever they might be called upon to do by ; aS ie 
their different governments, if they did it they! Students attending the institute came 


could do so without hatred or bitterness in their from 18 ‘tates and two foreign countries. 


At the close of the institut», the students, 
groupec. into units of four, were sent out 


hearts. Their unity in God was deeper than all 
strife and they must hold fast to that in the 
present terrible days. 


£1-4-WEEK PEACE VOLUNTEERS 


From a Correspcndert 


to rural communities for the remaining 
seven weeks of the summer. In each com- 
munity to which these peace volunteers 
were sent, they were welcomed by a spon- 
soring cor. mittee which had arranged liv- 
ing quarters where ther cook their own 
meals -nd uo their own washing. 

They live as simply and cheaply as 
possible on a weekly allowance of $5.00 
(about £1) per person. 

They get acquainted wiin the towns- 
people : nd take part in the life of the com- 
munity by speaking to clubs and churches 
and young people, organizing study groups, 
and putting on plays and radio pro- 
grammes, Their purpose is to carry on a 
campaign of education and organization for 
peace. 


New Zeataurd 


Once C.0.s—Now 
Pacifists 
Challenge their 


Arms Policy 


From Our Own Correspondent, 
WELLINGTON. 
ALTHOUGH New Zealand’s’ Labour 
“* Government is easily the best and most 
nearly Christian the country has ever had, 
and although some of the Cabinet Ministers 
were in jail as conscientious objectors 
during the War it seems hopelessly com- 


| promised on the defence issue. 


Admittedly it is in a difficult position. 
with a reactionary “National” Party with 
unlimited funds for propaganda and ready 
to seize upon any suggestion of slackening 
or failure to speed up defence. And this 
is election year. 

Nevertheless, pacifism, for which some 
Cabinet Ministers once stood, makes itself 
felt. 

An air torce pageant has just been staged 
here. The Christian Pacifist Society wrote 
to the Prime Minister and the Ministers 
of Defence and Finance, putting the paci- 
fist viewpoint anc informing them of the 
society’s intention to hold a protest meeting 
in the neighbourhood of the aerodrome. 


POLICE PUZZLED 


BY POLITENESS! 

The meeting was actually held in a 
corner of the exhibition ground adjoining 
the aerodrome allotted to non-official 
spectators. 

Some of the public were hostile at first 
and sent for the police. 

Two policemen arrived and ordered the paci- 
fists to leave; the reason given was that they were 
on private property (although they had paid for 
admission), they had no permit to speak, and 
were likely to cause a breach of the peace. 

The pacifists politely argued with the police, 
explaining that they felt they had a duty to per- 
form and if the police felt the same they should 
act accordingly. The police obviously did not 
want to take action, so contented themselves with 
taking names and addresses of the two intended 
speakers. 

One policeman then went for reinforcements 
—a sergeant and several more constables. 

The sergeant, too, seemed nonplussed by the 
polite refusal, and eventually the police dis- 
persed amongst the crowd. 

The pacifists addressed the crowd and distri- 
buted leaflets. So far nothing further has been 
heard of the matter. 


BOUQUETS—AND 
BRICKBATS 


The first ceremonial parade of land forces 
for over twenty years was also held in 
Wellington recently. Members of the 
Christian Pacifist Society again demon- 
strated, this time with peace posters. Be- 
sides being seen by the crowds, their effort 
was brought to the notice of a wider 


audience. 

The radio commentator concluded his de- 
scription of the parade by telling hearers that 
the troops were entirely for home defence; he 
added that some young men were holding an 
anti-war demonstration and that they were 
quite entitled to their opinions. 

The evening newspapers also reported the 
pacifists’ demonstration. : 

During the parade a territorial officer man- 
ceuvred a demonstrator against a parked motor- 
car while a comrade came from the rear and 
slashed one of the posters with his stick. Later, 
two smartly dressed young women (who had pre- 
viously abused the demonstrators) tore some of 
the posters to shreds. 

Such incidents, however, have served to 
strengthen the society, which is also expected to 
grow now that it is getting into action. At 
present its “covenanters ” number 238. 


Czechoslovakia 
“All Men My Brothers— 


Except Germans” 


An American visitor to Czechoslovakia sends us 
the following glimpse of the outlook of a 
Czech, commenting only: “You can see how 
the feeling of hate and misunderstanding is 
being cultivated.” 

The scene is a night club in Prague (known as 
Praha to every Czech patriot). 

- * s 


“I am a Czech soldier serving my time. I 
work in an office—I used to think I would rather 
do something else but not now. I have been 
at the frontier seven weeks; it seems like months 
or years. It will be 71 days before I am free 
again. 

“They are so ignorant, those Germans, they 
will not even take our money. They are insult- 
ing, too. But we must control ourselves; we 
have been told we must not say or do anything 
that might start trouble. 

“This is the first vacation I have had and I 
am going to make the most of it. My com- 
panions and I came to Praha yesterday. I am 
going to have a good time tonight. 

“You Americans, the Bulgarians, and Latvians 
performed today at the Slet. Ano (yes), the 
people cheered a lot, especially for the Americans 
An, ano; they were all good. /.11 men are 
my brothers~y like them all—except the 
Germans.” 
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PEACE NEWS 


NEW BOOKS 


COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 


Biologists in Search of Material. Faber. 2s. 


Reviewed by Robert Lrown 


THS booklet embodies a report on the 

first eighteen months’ work of the 
Pioneer Health Centre at Peckham. It is 
a report that merits careful attention for 
two reasons: it outlines aa entirely new 
conception in the investigation of human 
affairs, and the results obtainec by the 
method are already of considerable sig- 
nificance to the conditions of the modern 
world. 


The aim of the workers at the Peckham 
centre is to apply biological concepts to 
the study of man. Biology the authors de- 
fine as “.he study of the physiologically 
balanced organism with its environment.” 
Thus the biological study of man must 
necessarily embrace that of the environ- 
ment in which he is living. Animals are 
proverbially very versatile. A polar bear 
behaves very differently in i‘ie Arctic from 
in the Londcn Zoo, and very little can be 
inferred about the reactions of these ani- 
male in the Arctic by observing them in 
Regent’s Park. 


At Peckham the effects of a conditioned 
environment are being studied. This en- 
vironment includes not . -!y the building 
in which the members can exercise their 
social tastes, but also the psychological at- 
mosphere providec by the biologists them- 
selves. Many of the biologists are also 
doctors who examine each member medi- 
cally, and who give advice when that 
advice is sought. 


The chief aim ‘of the centre, however, is 
not to study physical defects. It is most 
concerned with the physic!ogically balanced 
organism. The balanced organism is that 
which is “actively embracing th? environ- 
ment,” which means that it is reacting to 
the environment at the highest pitch of 
efficiency. The polar bear in Regent’s 
Park cannot live with the same efficiency 
as those of its kind in the /.rctic, and that 
not because it is disease., k-:: because it 
is not adjusted to its environment. The 
recognition, and even more the definition, 
of psychological balance is not, however, 
easy. Lhe authors distinguizh three states 
‘of the human animal, dise-se, well being, 
and health. In a condition of health the 
organism is balanced. 


Health clearly involves t:.e absence of 
disease, but it also involves much more. 
The remova! of a malady does not neces- 
sarily lead to the establishmen. of health. 
When the pain or discomfort is removed 
there is a feeling of ‘ well being,” yet the 
organism may still be far from efficient. 
It is like a car engine in vhich there is 
nothing cbviously broken cz damaged, but 
which does not give the maximum output 
because of some smal] maladjustment. Such 


Film that Shows an 
Alternative 


In Beloved Enemy, a pseudo-historical film 
of the Irish troubles of 1921, Brian Aherne 
plays the part of the leader of the republi- 
cans who, though’ unflinching in his deter- 
mination to bring peace and independence 
to Ireland, overrules the more violent mem- 
bers of his “‘ Cabinet ” who prefer assassina- 
tion to mere destruction of munitions, 

After many amusing and exciting escapades, 
the Irish leader falls in love with the daughter 
of the head of an English commission—Merle 
Oberon. The dialogue of this pair is not lacking 
in originality, and i1 some short but effective 
discussions which Merle Oberon has with her 
father and her lover, high-sounding phrases, such 
as ‘no negotiation except on our own terms,” 
are analysed in terms of the suffering and death 
brought upon the ordinary working people of 
Engiand and Ireland. The legacy of hatred and 
sorrow left among the children and other non- 
combatants is also skilfully indicated. 

Eventually Brian Aherne leads a delegation to 
London where, despite deadlocks and disagree- 


ments, the methods of the council chamber are’ 


shown to be superior to those of civil war. Re- 
turning to Ireland with a treaty that is to bring 
Peace and independence, he is welcomed by the 
masses but assassinated at an open-air meeting 
by one of the fanatical diehards of his own party. 
For some unknown reason, in this final scene, 
Brian Aherne is for the first and only time clad 
in military uniform. 

Despite the conventional plot, Beloved Enemy 
Is well worth seeing for the positive alternative 
it offers to bloodshed, and for the manner in 
which the producer has captured both the light- 
hearted and tragic aspects of the Irish spirit. 


PATRICK RICHARDS 


an engine commonly uses a great deal of 
fuel for a small output of power. 


A comparable condition has been ob- 
served at Peckham in many of the mem- 
bers. They describe the phenomenon of 
“malnutrition in the midst cf plenty.” The 
human animal can be in :. state where, 
although he is not diseased, his physiologi- 
cal balance is such as to prevent the full 
utilizatio:. of the food eaten. There can 
be enough and more to eat anc yet be mal- 
nutrition. Other forms of well being 
without health are also described. Night 
work, for instance, always tends to this 
condition. 


The incidental results of this quest for 
health are in themselves _irteresting 
enough. For example the members of the 
centre are an unselec:d sample of the 
population of this country, and 83 percent 
of them were suffering from some clini- 
cally recognizable malady. 


Each of th2 states of disease, well being, 
and health has what the authors call its 
subjective characieristic:. Certain forms 
of behaviour and certain actions are as- 
sociated v.ith each. The capacity for social 
intercourse and group <ctivities appears, 
for instan:e, to depend on 11:2 general ad- 
justments of the individual. These effects 
of ill health or good health czn be observed 
at the centre because it i also a social 
centre. 


Even in the short time it has been tried, 
the biological approach hz: produced re- 
sults of first-rate importance for all who 
are interested in the social organization of 
men. It can only be hoped that the workers 
responsible will get the money and the 
support needed to continue the scheme. 


HEMINGWAY AT THE FRONT 


The Spanish War. 
Fact. 6d. 


When a strong., partisan mind attempts 
the job of writing something objective, the 
result, so Ernest Hemingway’s Spanish War 
suggests, is liabl. to be a curious senti- 
mentalism. 


Something unreal, something a bit fake, 
steams out * this month’s issue of Fact. 
I do not mean that one doubts the accuracy 
of the descriptions of how such and such 
a hill was stormed, how Madrid was bom- 
barded or Teruel taken. But one catches 
the author’s mind in an unnatural and pre- 
tentious posture. 

Is there any intellectual posture so pre- 
tentious as deliberate objectivity? 


One should compare with it the frankly 
personal attitude of George Orwell in 
Homage to Catalonia, a book that con- 
vinces cane of its truth even when the 
author is warning one again:’ his personal 
bias. Orwell lets one see the wkole of his 
attitude to the Spanish “Var. Hemingway 
lets us see, say, his feet. They are firmly- 
treading feet and do the dance steps of 
the war correspondent—do them rather 
more skilfully and very much more exult- 
antly than most. But somewhere, I sup- 
pose, there are head and nerve centres, and, 
as inevitably one guesses what they are 
like, the wa- dance does not gain in im- 
pressiveness. 


Of course, since it is Hemingway who is 
writing, the descriptions of battle-scenes 
and of the landscapes that provided the 
background come off in brighter colours 
than they do in the News Chronicle. The 
eye and the ear are kept busy, if thought 
is permitted 1 torpor. 

But I do not much like . ... kind of thing: 

... I knew there was a height in the neigh- 
bourhood. This we reached, sweating heavily 
and thirstier than ever, but the view which 
greeted us was marvellous. Th2 battle was 
spread out at our feet. The Government 
artillery with a noise which sounded like many 

freight trains, ... &c. 

It seems to me the expression of an ex- 
hibitionist insensitivity, and I find a comic 
yet depressing banality about such a re- 
mark as: “The day was so lovely that it 
ue ridiculous that anyone should ever 

ie.’ 

The only honest propaganda in the book 
is against the anarchists. During the eight 
months when they lay outside Teruel, the 
anarchist columns fraternized with the fas- 
cists. They invited them to football 
matches. For this they receive a few dirty 
cracks. 


But mostly it is just phonetic descriptions 
of the noises that bullets make, that bombs 
make, puffs of smoke becoming flowers, 
people talking like characters in a Hem- 


By Ernest Hemingway. 


ingway novel, and a small amount of blood 
getting splashed about. 

It ends: “ Discounting all optimism .. . 
there is a year of war clearly to be seen 
ahead where Curopean diplomats are try- 
ing to say that it will be over i: 2 month.” 


MORNA MACTAGGART 


DISEASES OF WAR 


The Doctor’s View of War. Edited by H. 
Joules, MD, MRCP. Allen and Unwin, 
3s. 6d. 


this little book is a symposium by eight 
authors on the :redical aspects of warfare, 
with an introduction by Professor J. A. 
Ryle. The authors include several patholo- 
gists, a geneticist, a psychologist, and the 
Professor of Medicine at Birmingham Uni- 
versity, but unfortunately the authorship 
of each section is not indicated, so that one 
can only guess at the amount of weight 
behind some of the opinion: that are ex- 
pressed. 

Professor Ryle, in his foreword, toys with 
the idea of an international medical strike 
against war, but reluctantly abandons it as 
fantastic. There is no doubt that such a 
strike would be extremely effective, but it 
would be no more effective than an ordin- 
ary general strike, and unfortunately it is 
much less likely to occur. Doctors have 
exceptional opportunities of seeing the 
effects of war, both in its acute form 
and in the chronic form that passes for 
peace in a capitalist society, but they 
also seem to be exceptionally incapable 
of drawing the obvious conclusions. The 
behaviour of the medical profession over 
the question of admitting refugee doctors 
to this country, does not suggest that ideas 
of international cooperation cut much ice 
when they threaten even remotely to inter- 
fere with the profession’s bread and butter. 

The first part of the boo is a factual and 
historical account of the diseases of war, 
and of the position of the doctor in war- 
fare. The most impressive fact that 
emerges is that “Influenza in 1918-19 de- 
stroyed more lives in a few months than 
did the Great War in five years.” When 
we consider that we do not know why the 
epidemic occurred, that it was world-wide 
in its incidence, and that we know no more 
now tian we did then about the causes and 
prevention of influenza epidemics, it is 
clear that we need have no fear that the 
abolition of war will cause the human race 
to degenerate from the ‘ack of “Nature’s 
pruning hook.” 

Another conclusion the: one cannot help 
drawing, however reluctantly, from this 
section, Larticularly the admir-ble chapter 
on “Shell shock,” and on “Food and 
famin>,” is that modern medicine owes a 
great deal to the War, which was a gigantic 
vivisection experiment on the human race. 
Unfortunately, there is no reason to think 
that another war would be equally useful, 
because under the totalitarian regime the 
medical profession will ha.e to keep its 
nose to the grindstone of maintaining the 
supply of cannon fodder and pacifying the 
civil population. 

In the latter part of the Look the authors 
deal with the doctor’s attitude to the State 
and international affairs, where, after a 
polite bow to pacifism, they come down 
firmly on the side of collective security. 


B. M. WRIGHT 


ONE-WORLD RELIGION 


At the Cross Road. By D. B. Millar. Daniel. 
2s. 6d. 


The author has apparently been moved 
to write this book, on the one hand by the 
savagery, inhumanity and materialism we 
can see threatening Western civilization 
today, and on the other hand by her intense 
belief that the remedy for the stricken 
world lies solely in the spiritual develop- 
ment of men, both individually and en 
masse. This is therefore not a book with 
which rationalists or materialists will feel 
much sympathy; but those who are inter- 
ested in the spiritual interpretation of life 
may be stimulated and even enlightened 
by reading it. The author has a highly 
personal interpretation of the significance 
of the life and death of Christ: but some 
who do not agree with this interpretation 
will find a great deal of truth in her indict- 
ment of the Christian churches, her attack 
on dogma and her insistence on the re- 
sponsibility of Christians for the state of 
the world today. 

Perhaps the most interesting part of the 
book is her advocacy of the Jews and their 
religion: for while many people defend the 
Jews as a race or community against the 
attacks made against them, few of their 
defenders, and fewer .still professed 
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Christians, give such enthusiastic advocacy 
of the Jewish religion, and recommend it 
aS a pattern cf thought and belief to the 
present bewildered world, as Miss Millar 
does. She maintains that we would do well 
to study the idea of the unity of God and 
his creation as taught by Jewish religion. 
and that in this unity we might find the 
key to the solution of our problem. Her 
interpretation of Jewish history is slightly 
sentimental and over-simplified, but one 
appreciates her sympathy and admiration 
for the Jews an_ her fine indignation at 
their persecutions. 

This book expresses a fine optimism, in 
that it insists on the perfectibility of man, 
and really seems convinced that man will 
one day see light and act according to his 
vision. It ends with a plea for a one-world 
religion of the soul which shall knit all 
peoples together in mutual understanding 
and confidence. This is an end we can all 
unite in serving, whether we are mystics 
of the type of Miss Millar, cr sheer rational 
materialists. 

NANCY SALINGER 


SECRETS ACT IN ACTION 


The Strange Case of Major Vernon. 
National Council for Civil Liberties. 3d. 
At a time when the Official Secrets Act is 

very much before the:public eye, this little 
pamphlet does good service in exposing an 
occasion where the Act was very question- 
ably used outside the controversial sphere 
of Parliamentary privilege. 

Major Vernon waz: a civil servant, and, 
by all accounts, an extremely competent 
one. iiis job was the compilation of aero- 
nautical text books. But Major Vernon 
was also an avowed socialist. 

In August, 1937, four fascists burgled 
Major Vernon’s bungalow, and were 
brought to trial. Their defence was that 
they wished to “expose” the Major’s “com- 
munistic” activities, and therefore ab- 
stracted certain Left-wing literature. The 
trial at the quarter sessions thereupon de- 
volved into an amazing cross-examination 
of Major Vernon as to whether he was a 
communist—an examination that produced 
no results. The defendants were bound 
over for twelve' months. 

From evidence produced at this trial, 
Major Vernon was then charged with a 
breach of the Official Secrets Act, found 
guilty, fined £50, and dismissed the Service. 

The whole case reeks with suspicion, and 
the able, impartial, and reasonable pre- 
sentation of the facts in this pamphlet 
should make even the most hard-boiled die- 
hard think furiously. 

P. F. DYER. 


CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 


Two Loyalties. By A. Ruth Fry. Published by 
the author, Thorpeness, Suffolk. 1d. 


This is a reprint of an address given by Miss 
Fry under the auspices of the National Council 
of Civil Liberties. It is a consideration of the 
grounds on which civil disobedience is justified. 

Decision rests, Miss Fry points out, on where 
we draw the line between the rights of the in- 
dividual and those of the State, but Miss Fry, 
though she expreses her own sincerity of ap- 
proach, does little to solve the problems that 
are involved. The real question is whether there 
are correct standards by which individuals are 
bound in their moral decisions. 

If the decision is always to be made by the 
individual, either according to conscience, or by, 
reference to revealed commandments, rival com- 
mands of the State have no relevance except 
the individual has no clear opinion of his own. 
But if a State ever has a right to command 
against the decision of an individual there must 
be some not purely individual standard of right, 
and one needs to know whether State or indi- 
vidual right holds in any particular matter. 

In the sphere of religion Miss Fry is clear 
that conformity cannot be demanded, because 
religion is internal, and external conformity has 
no meaning. But she has nothing to say on the 
old problem of how moral authority comes ever 
to be attached to the State. 


LIFE IN THE EMPIRE 


The Bengal Peasant. 
Assembly. 2d. 


In under fifty pages this pamphlet gives an 
excellent picture of conditions in the Bengal 
Province of India. It is the first of a series on 
life in the British Empire, and is intended as 
material for discussion groups. 

In_ the seventeenth century Bengal was 
described by a traveller as “richer than Egypt.” 
It produced many foodstuffs and exported silk 
all over the world. It is now poverty stricken, 
Imported goods have destroyed the local handi- 
crafts, and the barter economy based on them. 

To find money to buy foreign goods the 
peasants have been forced to grow for sale, and 
jute has driven out domestic farming. The new 
economy is beyond the comprehension of the 
peasant, and, even more to the point, was not 
developed for his benefit. It has broken the land 
up into small plots, and put the peasantry into 
the hands of the moneylenders and a whole 
series of landlords, each taking his own part of 
the profits of the land. 
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Appeal of 


A Woman’s Point of View 
by 
MAIR SAKLATVALA 


the P.P.U. 


to the Worker—2 


T the moment the Pleace 
A Peecee Union has not got a tre- 

mendous appeal to the worker. 
It relies mainly on the appeal of an 
idea, the appeal of a moral issue. The 
worker is not accustomed to comfort 
himself and find solace in abstract 
notions of right or wrong. 


For a number of people there is consola- 
tion when they have reached the conclusion 
that the method of violence is wrong. But 
that is not much consolation to offer the 
worker who is more concerned with 
material difficulties than with intellectual 
or ethical problems. 


The PPU offers at the moment a solu- 
tion to an intellectual or ethical problem 
first and lightly toys with the material 
problems. As far as appeal to the work- 
er goes its emphasis is, I think, wrong. 


And before we discuss how it can make 
this appeal let us remember this: war is a 
catastrophe for all, but it is not an intel- 
lectual catastrophe to th: worker. It 
touches us all materially, but to those who 
fortify themselves with ideas it has an 
added horror; they are open to attack on 
two fronts. 


The workc -’s attitude to war is of a piece 
with his attitude to life; it’s one of the worst 
bits, but must be accepted like the rest of 
it; it’s a raw deal but the worker is accus- 
tomed to getting a raw deal. 

That has got to be understood first of 
all. The.e is not the double rezulsion which 
the intellectual feels, and you will not get 
this repulsion while the worker’s ordinary 
life is so grim a warfare. There is not 
such a tremendous di‘Terence between 
them. It is just a bit worse. 


Attraction of Violence 


S for the politically conscious 

~vorker, he, having been stirred 
out of apathy, feels the attractio. of vio- 
lence—not a repulsion—and he feels there 
is a likelihood that in a war he might have’ 
the opportunity of using violence against 
the ruling clas: 


It has to be realized that in asking a 
policy of non-violence from the workers 
you are asking for more, for much more, 
than you ask of the intellectuzl, or of the 
reasonably well-to-do. And to the politi- 
cally conscious worker you appear to be 
suspiciously near to asking the workers to 
keep their apathy. 

if the PPU is to appeal to the worker, 
it must not make its basis the appeal of 
an idea or moral issue, it must realize 
that there is not one evil—war—for the 
worker, but three; poverty, insecurity, 
and war. It must remember them sep- 
arately and n-t merge the three into one, 
into war. 


It has got to show a new peace, the peace 
of socialism, because in peace as the 
worker knows it there is still war. It has 
got to rouse the workers from this apathy 
by the challenge of a short-term policy. It 
must stress (and this cannot be stressed 
earnestly enough) that pacifism is not the 
renunciation of struggle, but a nev: method 
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of struggle—a stronger and more successful 
method. 


The strike method is the method of paci- 
fism. This weapon is a familia- one to the 
worker ; he knows its power. But in the 


PPU et the moment there i_ practically no: 


emphasis on or interest in the technique 
of pacifism. 


There are two weapons: the weapon of 
public opinion and the wezpon of the 
strike; the ; ower of the workers to with- 
hold their labour. Let is be seen that 
pacifism aims at using these weapons. 


Use of Public Opinion 


HE weapon of putlic opinion 

means the continued exercise of 

public opinion. It must be watchful and 
wakeful. It must be roused, used, and ex- 
pressed continually—on 11 progressive is- 
sues. It must not only be roused against 
war; if it is used as an instrument on every 
possible occasion it will te ready for use 
against war. 


This calls for a vigilance ana breadth 
of interest which the PPU does not at 
present possess. It calls for pamphlets 
and leaflets on every possible topic and 
occasion. It means that the PPU must 
give its support to progressive action ir- 
respective of the origin c that action. 


The FPU must show itselt ready to ally 
and support a forward movement wherever 
it shows itself. In this :7ay it will give 
an example of its own doctrine of coopera- 
tion and will keep itself in the public eye 
while perfectiz 3 this instrument of public 
opinion. 


The success .‘ the second method, the 
strike method, depends on the continued 
successful use of the first. This means that 
the short-term policy must show a willing- 
ness to include in the scope of the PPU as 
many progressive issues as possible. It 
must s..ow itsc’- to be a continually active 
and mobile policy of cooperatio- and sup- 
port. It must be ready to stund by a clear- 
cut policy of opposition to indirect and 
direct _ reparation. for war. 


Need for a Policy 


HILE not demcnaing that all 

signatories follow this active 
policy, 1 consider there should be an active 
policy for those who earnestly and urgently 
desire it. In that way the inactive may 
catch the f:ze of the active. By refusing 
to consider a policy the fla -: 02 the active 


is dispersed and lef. to spasmodic flickers 
here and there. 


PEACE NEWS 


“ 


Second article in our series dealing with 
practical pacifism and the problems of 
unemployment 


A SUMMER DAY 


Al 


THE beginning of the fruit season, when 

the children are having their Whitsun 
holidays, is a suitable time to get an idea 
as to the method and purpose of the Com- 
munity Fruit Service. 


The day starts at about 6.15 when Edwin 
Clogg, late of Bournemouth, who has re- 
cently joined the concern, turns out of his 
little hut on the strawberry ground and 
probably makes some cat-calls to scare the 
birds. I turn out half an hour later and 
after making my cat-calls do a bit of dig- 
ging before breakfast. 


About 9.30 the children begin to arrive— 
a dozen or fifteen—perhaps twenty during 
the day—from the village and neighbour- 
hood. The smaller ones go to play on the 
sandheap, friend Clogg claims one to help 
him with a job anc the rest weed brgad- 
beans. 


There is soon an agitation started to have 
dinner on the ground. We cannot quite 
dig new potatoes but there are a fair quan- 
tity of green peas. So I tell the children 
they can have dinner if they will bring 
the potatoes. Several of them run home 
to get supplies. They are soon back and 
busy peeling the potatoes and shelling peas 
while the boys make the fire with dry wood 
they have collected. Dinner is soon ready 
and eaten. 


We have dinner, too, and try to get a 
little rest but the children are soon clam- 
ouring to go to the river. Some of them 
go off to get their costumes and we set off 
with the rest over the fields and hill to 
the river where the others meet us. Some 
can swim, some paddle. 


*x 


Back again to the garden. Most of the 

children are sent away for a while. 
They come back soon after ‘ea.and want to 
be shown the film. 


After a little digging on the peas with 
some of them, I get the projector ready 
just before seven and the children see the 
films in the cellar under the house. 


The film consists of shots taken on the 
farm, at the river, and at the various places 
where we distribute fruit. So the children 
see themselves at work and play. At 
eight, friend Clogg decides it is time they 
were going home and in spite of protests 


If the PPU i_ going to conccrn itself with 
appeal to the worker it must realize first 
of all that at the present :. haz, to all in- 
tents and purposes, no arpeal. It must 
realize that this fault .ies in its lack of a 
short-term ; licy; if it cannot adop: a short- 
term policy that will put it on the map 
then it will certainly be a century or two 
before it cana appea! to the worker. It 
must reaize that the movement has not 
at the moment the coherence and organiza- 
tion that wil! get the best out of it. 


It is sometimes said that no decision must 
be made, that individuals must be left free. 
If that goes on the PPU will be nothing but 
an odd collecticn of conscientious objectors. 


In society the indiv:iual i. only free to 
make up his mind. That freedom is not 
interfered with by policy. But by with- 
holding a pol:cy the freedom of individuals 
who desire to act tcgethe: is seriously 
curtailed. 


they are packed off. 


Two boysa <a girl stay to co a bit more 
digging. Strawberries for the chapel 
Sunday school outing tomorrow appear to 
be the incentive. 


(Later: the chapel outing was supplied, 
the children had dinner with plenty of peas 
and strawberries and during the afternoon 
some of them picked strawberries for the 
children at a holiday camp a few miles 
away which is onc of the place. we servg). 


We -hink thi: is worth doing. Later in 
the season these and other children will 
pick strawberries. raspberries, plums, peas, 
and beans for themselves and for many 
other children in the distr‘ct. 


* 


Most of these children come from homes 

where strawberries, raspberries, and 
green peas would be almost unobtainable 
luxuries. One may ask why and find no 
reasonable answer. It ought not to be so. 
It need not te so. 


Normally, if we were growing fruit for 
market, we should be obliged to send our 
fruit to the best market—t at is where it 
will fetch the most moncy. 


We have defiritely decided that money 
is a hopelessly irrational basis for produc- 
tion an— distribution. Frequently it 
seems that those who best serve the com- 
munity are the worst served while those 
whose service to the community is most 
meagre are glutted with luxuries. 

The fathers of these children we try to 


BLEADON 


by 
BERT OVER 


who, at Bleadon, in Somerset, grows 
fruit that cannot be bought, but 
those who need can have for no- 
thing. 


** Normally,” he says, “if we were 
growing fruit for market we should 
be obliged to send it where it will 
fetch most money ... we make a 
little attempt to find a better way 
. .. the essential change is one of 
outlook.” 


serve are mostly labouring men producing 
food or doing other useful work for the 
community. It is obvious that their child- 
ren should have reasonable service. The 
commercial system denies them that. 


We maxe a little attempt to find this 
better way—the way of community service 
—and friends support us in doing it. We 
have :ound it possible to work within a 
normal environment, on a revolutionary 
basis yet with no violent disturbance, 
rather fitting ourselves into the life of the 
district. 


* 


HIS is not an area where there is much 

unempltyment. It is rather an area 

from which men have been driven by a 
bad land system and low wages. 


Thousands of acres which were formerly 
cultivated are more or less ¢ >relict. Almost 
all the good land is down ‘o grass. 


Five or ten times as many men could 
be usefully employed if fruit and vege- 
tables were adequately cultivated. It is 
not don2 because “it does not pay.” That 
is, one cannot get money by doing it. 


There are plenty of little mouths for 
strawberries, raspberries, plums, and ap- 
ples. Green peas are a good food. There 
is no reason why the hillside should nat 
grow quantities of them. 


The essential change is one of outlook. 
Without that it cannot be done. With that 
change—from money to service—it can be 
done. 


NEXT WEEK: Five Year in Salford, 
by H. Chapman. 


THE MEN WE TEACH 
TO BOMB 


“The Evil That Men Do.” 
Mary L. Pendered. 


This short play deals with the problem of the 
mentality of the airmen we are training in daily 
increasing numbers and with ever-increasing 
efficiency to defend their country by bombing 
that of others. 


How does the ordinary, decent young man 
react to the situation? Does he ever envisage the 
reality of his future actions, or does he dope 
his imagination and get on w’ : his job? 


In this playlet, the problem is crystallized fer 
one young airman, who is confronted with the 
idiot brother of the girl he loves, made imbecile 
by the shock sustained by his mother during an 
air raid shortly before his birth. 


The situation has great dramatic intensity and 
really demands a larger framework than that of 
a one-act play for its proper development. In 
spite of necessarily sketchy treatment, and an 
unduly precipitate reaction by the heroine, the 
play carries conviction and a sense of sincerity. 
It should be very useful to dramatic groups, be- 
cause of its small cast (two men and two women) 
and its simple seiting. 


One-act drama, by 


E, J. 3. 


VIOLENCE BEGETS VIOLENCE 


ABOLISH THE DEATH PENALTY 

Free information, lterature, and speakers for 

P.P.U. group meetings, supplied on application 

to’ the secretary. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE ABOLITION 
OF THE DEATH PENALTY 

Parliament Mansions, Victoria St., London, S.W.12 
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Key to the Pictures 


ERE is a key to the pietures on the oppo- 

site page. which were taken during the pro- 
cession to Hyde Park and the subsequent 
demonstration: 


First Row: “ What's it all about?” (left), and a 
"pirate ” 
Campaigners in the Manifesto coach copies of 
his “official programme.’ 


Second Row: Some of the cyclists who took part 
in the procession which accompanied the coach 
from the Watford By-Pass to Hyde Park, and 
(right) Richard Bishop with the car represent- 
ing Wales. 

Third Row: James H. Hudson (left) and Stuart 
Morris addressing the crowd in Hyde Park. 
Centre picture shows a few of the many thou- 
sand people there. 

Fourth Row: Workers from the Dick Sheppard 
Centre at Bayswater; (left); a final word with 
the marshals (centre); and members of the 
City of London group, with their banner. 


Pictures of “pirate” programme seller, cyclists, 
and all in fourth rou: are by ALAN. 


Impressions of the 
Manifesto Camvaign 


People Are Waiting 
to Hear Our 
Voice 


By G. D. PIPER, 


whose detailed account of the campaign 
appeared last week. 


THE attitude of people in the towns and}. 


villages through which the Manifesto 
coach passed on its journey from Carlisle 
to London can be well summed up in a 
remark overheard in the crowd who 
gathered to hear us at Aylesbury. There a 
heckler was silenced by a member of the 
crowd, who said, “ We want to listen. even 
if you don’t.’ 

In those places, and they were many, 
where the Peace Pledge Union had not 
been heard of before, a movement has been 
started which will have to be followed up; 
in places where groups already exist fresh 
impetus has been given to the drive to put 
our alternative to war before the country; 
everywhere the interest of the ordinary 
man has been stimulated and intensified. 


MORE RESPONSE 
IN NORTH 


It has been our experience that the North 
Country is more responsive than the south 
to PPU policy. 

An indication of this is the fact that be 
tween 600 and 700 PEACE NEWS were sold 
on our journey from Carlisle to Birming- 
ham, through what may be called one of 
the poorest areas in England, while the 
numbers sold in Birmingham and on the 
route from there to London were relatively 
much less. 

In the north the people stood quietly to 
1isten to what we had to say and then put 
their questions in a way which betokened 
their genuine desire to solve the problems 
which were standing in the way of their 
acceptance of the pacifist case. 

But the south was no less interested, even 
if its opinions were more voiced than were 
those of the north. 


PEOPLE ARE 
WAITING 


We travelled through country which is 
representative of the whole of English life: 
we went through isolated hamlets on the 
moors, through the cotton towns, through 
silk towns, through the Potteries, through 
iron and steel districts, through the plea- 
sant countryside, and everywhere, what- 
ever the conditions of the people, they 
have been eager to consider the PPU policy 
of reconciliation and appeasement. 


If any conclusion can be drawn from 
the experience of the tour, it is this, 
that the people of England are waiting 
to hear our voice. We shall only fail 
if we do not respond to the demand 
that is being made of us. 


If only we can get the work of the PPU 
throughout the country extended and its 
activity increased, we can be certain that 
a constructive programme for the estab- 
lishment of just and permanent peace will 
be put into operation. 


Mrs. Sybil White, of Kilmarnock, another 
member of the-coach “ crew,” declares: 

The trip was definitely worth while because 
of the interest aroused by the meetings, poster 
parades, free literature, and PEACE NEWS. 
Many worth-while contacts were made 
wherever we stopped. 


programme seller trying to sell the| 


Don’t Become a Bore! 


Y first fear when asked to 
Mere in this series was that 

anything I wrote must have 
some bearing on pacifism, but I am 
assured by the Editor, nghtly I 
think, that such is not the case ; for 
the chief danger about peace is its 
inclination to boredom. 

It is a topic which must crop up often 
enough in the greater part of a paper 
called PEACE NEWS, and I must admit 
that this cannot always hold me enthralled. 

The trouble with a good many of us 
“ pacifists ” is that we are apt to see every- 
thing from a somewhat “settled ” point 
of view. We know what we think about 
such and such a thing and are only too 
willing to inflict these views on any who are 


willing to listen, and, indeed, on those good 
souls who, out of sheer politeness (and our 
own insensitivity) can do nothing else. 


* 


HUS, if we are gathered round an alien 
wireless set for-the news, with those 

we fear may be the “unenlightened,” with 
what gusto do some of us pitch into the 
fray, and at what risk of being dubbed 


‘The World: "It isn't suicide—i have adequate 


protection." 


(The Government will start a new air raid precautions drive in the autumn.) 


Drawn by ARNOLD BEVERLEY. 


POSTER PARADE 
ACROSS LONDON 
WAS GOOD 

ADVERTISEMENT 


The relay poster parade across London 
on the afternoon and evening before the 
Hyde Park demonstration turned out suc- 
cessfully. 

Starting from South Croydon with a 
dozen volunteers, it had swollen to over 
fifty when it arrived punctually at Hamp- 
stead. Three of the stalwarts even stayed 
the whole course of fifteen miles, and a 
solitary cyclist was much in evidence. 

Nearly four dozen PEACE NEWS were 
sold and 6,000 leaflets advertising the Hyde 
Park demonstration were distributed. 

The most hazardous part of the journey 
proved to be through Camden Town, where 
more banana skins were encountered than 
were believed possible. It was decided, 
however, that their presence was a natural 
occurrence. ; 

(Incidentally, why did Brixton members take 
their rallying point, Brixton Station, to mean 
Brixton police station? Was it a case of wish- 
fulfilment?> > 

Cc. D. 


bores. For, let us admit it, a good many 
of us are shocking bores. 

if you doubt it, switch your mind over 

to some other cause, one you do not 

necessarily sympathize with, and think 

how the exponents of these can bore. 

And our cause, to those who do not 

enthuse as we do, is even more deadly. 

Perhaps the first step in self-training in 

pacifism is how not to be a bore. 

It is very difficult indeed to be a good 
self-critic. It is doubtful if all history can 
produce more than four or five really 
efficient self-critics. 

So the next time you hear your own 
voice extolling the virtues or the necessi- 
ties of pacifism, listen to it, and check up 
on its entertainment value. And if you 
think it’s pretty good, look at the faces of 
your “unenlightened” friends, and see if 
they think it is too. If they look as if they 
are waiting for an opportunity to get back 
to the tennis court, or to adjourn to the pub 
(or even to discuss cricket) know yourself 
for the failure that you are! “Your best 
friends won’t tell you.” 


* 
¥ THINK there are three kinds of pacifists 


*% who. work harder for our opponents 
than our opponents work against us. There 


is ARTHUR WRAGG’S warning 


in the first of his three articles under 
the heading “Speaking Personally”’ 


is the pacifist who revels in his own pacifism 
to the mortification of all who know him; 
the one who has every statistic up his sleeve 


and, unfortunately, never leaves them 
there; and the one who is so good that he 
can afford to neglect completely the best 
arguments and more worthwhile views of 
those who differ from him. 

To the latter, every Territorial is either 
a fool or wicked: every supporter of collec- 
tive security a misguided tool at 
capitalism; every patriot, beneath con- 
tempt: and every communist a “ psycho- 
logical case.” If he happens to be a 
Christian, his argument is entirely based 
on something that his hearers do not accept 
at all; and if he is atheist or agnostic, then 
every Christian is to be looked at askance 
lest he should be a fascist without know- 
ing it. 

These three examples are the worst. But 
there are others. Those who work nignt 
and day and go about feeling so virtuous 
that all their fellow pacifists only dare 
enjoy their private lives in secret. Those 
who split up their families by continually 
inflicting their difficult natures on their 
relatives. And those who begin their most 
shattering pronouncements with “Of 
course. it is, obvious that ...”, etc: etc. 
when it is. in fact, only obvious to them- 
selves. (The same people always inter- 
sperse their arguments with “ You must 
admit ...” And then lean back to enjoy 
their bombshells bursting. 


* 


"THAT devil egotism is forever linkins 

arms with pacifism and egging the 
latter on to the pit called boredom. And 
once pacifism, as a whole, becomes even 
faintly associated with boredom, we might 
as well all join up at once. 

I might take the opportunity here, 1n case 
there are non-pacifist readers of our paper, 
to say that by no means all pacitists are 
even on the way to being boring. I think 
we can safely boast that we number 
among us as lively and progressive spirits 
as are to be found in England today, for 
which, let us be truly grateful. 

But boredom does sometimes attempt to 
attach itself to us and, I think, our first 
duty is to scotch him at sight. I have so 
often felt him pulling at my sleeve, and 
caught myself boring myself that, perhaps. 
a few hints from the safe refuge of these 
columns. might not come amiss to some 
of you. 

There is also the danger of fastening 
our cause, rather than our pacifism, too 
firmly to ourselves: So that we get to 
« place where nothing we see or do is 
independent from our beliefs. 

Life becomes smoky and uneasy with the 
terrific opposition that daily confronts us. 
Nothing ever seems to go our way (Except, 
perhaps. in PEACE NEWS!) And we are 
apt to struggle along with a great shell of 
hopeless fascism on our backs like crabs, 
who cannot go “forward with come 
munism ” nor backward with fascism. We 
feel terribly “out of step,” a hindrance to 
armaments, ARP, Government Spain, 
“Collective Security,” everything. in fact 
which would. on the surface, seem worth 
while. It is, however, better to feel out of 
step than the only one in step, for the latter 
would be absurdly self-righteous. 


* 


WE are all absurd and difficult beings, 
N pacifists included, and, if we must 
keep out of step, for heaven’s sake let's 
realize it—remembering the suspension- 
bridge-like period we live in, and how too 
many marching in step can break that 
bridge. 

But the man who thinks he is the only 
one in step is a bore, whereas the man 
who realizes he cannot break the bridge 
along with the others, stands a chance 
of interesting them at least. 

Personally, I think that being in step 
with the rest of mankind must be one of 
the most pleasant and invigorating ex- 
periences, and I am very sorry to find my- 
self unable to join in the general march. 
I am often apologetic about it when I 
shouldn’t be, for the refusal to march to 
perdition and destruction needs no apology. 
Yet I would rather be an apologetic pacifist 
than a cocksure one, lest I should eventu- 
ally be the only one. ‘ 


ne ee —_— 
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THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all 
who accept the pacifist Goctrine, no matter 
what their approach Its activity is not 
confined to the registraticn of those who are 
oppused to war, but promotes and encourages 
a constructive peace policy. Members are 
attached to loca! groups designed to achieve 
a communal peace mentality and extend the 
influence of pacifism by propaganda and 
personal example. 
Give your pledge on a post-card:— 
I renounce war and I will never support 
or sanction another. 

Sign this, add your address, and send the 
card to Ihe Peace Pledge Union, 96 Regent 
Street, London, W.1. 
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CONCILIATION 
OR ARMS 


LL men and women of good will will 

echo the message of encouragement 
and hope from GEORGE LANSBURY to LORD 
Runciman, which we publish on page one 
this week. Many with at least good inten- 
tions, if only limited good will, will shake 
their heads over what they believe to be 
pacifist gullibility, believing that conflict 
between Germany and Czechoslovakia is 
inevitable unless a sufficient force can be 
paraded (by Czechoslovakia herself, France, 
Britain, the USSR and any other countries 
willing to do so to frighten HITLer off. 


Yet these will not actually decry any 
“effort, however small, ‘to remove the 
causes of war,’ through conciliation and 
good will.” They will only disbelieve in 
its power to have any effect. 

Smiting the pacifist on the other cheek, 
the Government supporter will welcome 
such a recognition of Mr. CHAMBERLAIN’S 
desire for peace by conciliation, but shake 
his head over what he believes to be the 
pacifist’s culpable neglect of the ordinary 
measures of insurance against failure—~a 
huge arms programme. 

What is the difference between these two 
“yes-buts”? The one says, “Talk peace if 
you like, but make it quite clear that what- 
ever else happens you are going to prevent 
by all the force at your command any act 
of aggression.” The other says, “Trust in 
good will, but keep your powder dry—and 
your bombers (and gas masks and buckets 
of sand) handy.” Tweedledum and Tweedle- 
dee aren’t in it! The supporters of those 
views are fighting the same sham battle, 
and the sooner they—and more especially 
the lookers-on—are made to realize it the 
better for the peace of the world. 


For both attitudes to the pressing prob- 
lems of this moment imply that the cnly 
really effective way of dealing with people 
is to blast them and their possessions out 
of existence. To say that all they want to 
do’is to make the prospective enemy so 
scared that he’ll not think it worth while 
to be an enemy (almost the exact words 
used alike by “ collectivist ” and “ imperia- 
list”) makes no difference; it is merely an 
assumption that the prospective enemy will 
prefer surrender to being “effectively ” 
dealt with. 


The absurdity of such an assumption 
should be enough to convince the weary 
spectators of the sham battle going on 
around them, of the utter ‘uselessness, on 
purely practical grounds, of the method of 
violence. It becomes more clearly absurd 
if you try to imagine a proud Briton 
making the same choice when convinced 
he is in the right, and if you then realize 
that the prospective enemy isn’t likely to 
be less proud or less sure he is right, but 
that in addition he is likely to be more 
desperate. 


But though that absurdity is daily con- 
vincing the onlooker of the futility of war 
(as witness the daily growth, however 
slowly, of the Peace Pledge Union’s mem- 
bership), it isn’t convincing the Tweedle- 
dums or Tweedledees. When, in the House 


of Commons last week, Mr. REGINALD SoREN-’ 


-. MAN’S religion is what he 
cares about most.” So said 
the Rev. Basil Martin in a 
sermon preached at the end of 1918. 
I had just come out of hospital after 
being in France for seventeen 
months. It was the key to my 
pacifism. Since then I have learnt 
the profound truth of that remark. 
Everyone wants peace, but the 
question is how much ? 
Passchendaele had taught me the futility 
o. war; Cambrai showed its ruthlessness 
and horror—tanks and gas used in the name 
of God, dead bodies so thick in the ground 
that we could hardly complete a section of 
trench without exposing a hand or head; 
finally the Retreat of 1918 introduced me to 
the hoveless misery of fear. 

IT came out of the War like thousands 
of others, disillusioned, sick to death and 
conscious of the horror of my own 
memories and personal responsibility. 
Religion? I had none. My faith in God 

as well as my faith in man almost des- 
troyed. All I wanted was peace. 


* * 


T was at this point that I decided 
that, whatever the consequences, I 


NEWS 


Proclaiming it from 
the House-tops 


John 


Barclay 


would make known the truth as I saw it. 
To some I must have seemed a prig, to 
others a proselytizer, to all my friends a 
confounded nuisance ! 

Slowly I built up a faith in myself and, 
through that, a faith in others. I began to 
believe that it was possible to re-create the 


(continued from col. 1) 

sEN, M.P., criticized the Government sup- 
porters’ conception of peace as being a 
peace of British conquest, adding that 
“they want the angel of peace to walk 
abroad with the British trident in her hand 
and a tame lion by her side,” he was “not 
surprised to find that hon. Members oppo- 
site say that it is a very good system, too.” 
And when, in the House of Lords on the 
following day, Lorp Ponsonsy remarked 
that “the extent of your armaments is the 
exact measure of your mistrust of the 
people with whom you want to deal,” there 
were doubtless many “ collectivists” who 
would not have regarded such a remark 
as being a criticism of their policy of con- 
centrating force against a possible aggres- 
sor, simply: because they are quite frank 
about their mistrust of, for example, Ger- 
many. 

Which explains, of course, their lukewarm 
(if not cold) attitude to the policy of con- 
ciliation. But Lorp Ponsonsy was address- 
ing his remarks to the Government and 
its supporters who claim that conciliation 
is the main point of their policy. The 
essence of the method of conciliation is 
trust, which, if it is to find any good re- 
sponse, must be based on at least equal (if 
not generous) treatment. 

Let thos: who are wot prenired to put 
those essential conditions first stand out 
as being the foes of conciliation, and 
therefore as the advocates (however un- 
willingly or unwittingly) of war and the 
enemies—not of this or that “aggressor,” 
but of the people, their own people, 
whose chief interest is peace. 

But let those who are determined to 
uphold that most legitimate interest of 
the people in peace realize that these 
conditions are necessary, that armaments 
are therefore not an insurance for, but 
a hindrance to, peace. 

It would be easy enough to give humani- 
tarian (and easier still, religious) reasons 
why the pacifist who applauds efforts at 
conciliation is compelled to condemn a 
parallel policy of armament. It would be 
equally easy to point to inconsistencies, in- 
sincerity, even inefficiency in the policy of 
armaments, whether as proposed by “ col- 
lectivists” or as practised by the Govern- 
ment. 

But we believe the people of this coun- 
try are at once more impressed by hard, 
practical considerations (not only such 
practical, but not essentially helpful, con- 
siderations as the colossal burden of arms) 
such as we have referred to and ready to 
take such drastic steps as disarmament by 
conviction (rather than agreement) and to 
make such sacrifices as a policy of 
generosity might demand. 


idealism that the war had shattered. 

To some the way seems clear, to others 
cloudy and uncertain, to others there is no 
way. The fear of war is an ever-present 
reality which is forcing us all to consider 
any belief which holds out hope, no matter 
what the cost or sacrifice demanded. 


As a pacifist I have to compete wit) an 
ever-increasing flood of “ quack” remedies, 
as well as to bear in mind the thought that 
I may be a “ quack” myself. 

Sy some method or other I must be able 
to put my case before this fear-ridden world 
if pacifism is to have any hope of success: 
how is it to be done ? And I say “I,” because 
until I have demonstrated to myself the 
possibilities of my own remedy, I have no 
right to demand that others should follow 
my lead. 


* * 


A MAN’S religion is what he cares 

about most.” Peace will only 

come when we are willing to sacrifice 
everything for it. 

I must make this known by personal 
example, and others will follow. Keep it 
inside me as a personal belief, and few will 
hear about it and fewer still will be 
inspired to imitate. 


The difficulty is one of combining 
“humility with the burning zeal of a 
fanatic. I believe it can be done, but only 
by coming out into the open and fearlessly 
saying out loud what is for ever burning 
like fire within one’s soul. 

Dick Sheppard, George Lansbury, Stuart 
Morris, and others have shown the way. 
They have not been content with the silent 
witness. 

Loathing publicity, Dick Sheppard 
walked with poster boards through his own 
parish ; exhausted by a life of sacrifice for 
the Labour cause, George Lansbury, in his 
eightieth year, travels all over Europe 
urging that statesmen should adopt the 
policy of reconciliation and appeasement 
before it is too late; and Stuart Morris, 
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NEXT WEEK 


What Pacifist Writers 
Might Have to 


Face 


by VERA BRITTAIN 


stepping into the leadership of the Peace 
Pledge Union left vacant by Dick Shep- 
pard’s death, is carrying on without rest 
a campaign all over the country. 


Because we believe that “war will only 
cease when men refuse to fight,” it is our 
duty to follow their example. 


* * 


AMILY life and the pleasures of 

suburban recreation may have to 
be sacrificed ; the safety of a good job which 
depends on the making of armaments will 
have to be exchanged for the uncertainty 
of temporary work, and consequent unem- 
ployment; the loss of friends who think 
you are mad and the giving up of leisure 
will have to be faced. 

The call is to each one of us the same; 
“get out into the open and tell people that 
wars settle nothing,” that “only by joining 
the fellowship of men and women pledged 
to resist and renounce war, can public 
opinion be changed and war averted.” 

The qualities needed are in all of us, 
courage, self-sacrifice and a willingness to 
serve. The army depends for its existence 
on these three qualities, and then prosti- 
tutes them before the altar of hate. 

Let it be known from Land’s End to John 
o’ Groats that the Peace Pledge Union 
exists, is growing and has the will to peace. 
The pacifist is the pioneer of a new age but 
has only the right to call himself a pioneer 
if he is imbued by the spirit of adventure 


and can dare to “ face the unknown with a 
chee-.” 


* * 


HAVE seen the PPU grow from a 

small nucleus to its present position 
and I know that in all parts of the move- 
ment there is that which cannot be des- 
troyed. 

All I am appealing for in this article is 
for us to give the Spirit freedom. We are 
not the only people who want peace, but let 
us want it so much that others will demand 
it too. 

Only by a great revival of hope will the 
human spirit break away from the prison 
it has built itself. —- 


Courage and 
Cowardice 


I COUNT :x0t each man valiant who 
dares die, 


Or venture on a mischief desperately, 


When either heat of youth or wine or 
passion, 


Shall whet him on before consideration; 
Nor will I any man a coward call, 
Although I see him tremble and lock pale 
In dangerous attempts, unless he slack 
His just resolves by basely stepping back. 


Give me the man that with a quaking arm 


Walks with a steadfast mind through 
greatest harm; 


And though his flesh doth tremble, makes 
it stand 


To execute what reason doth command. 
Give me the soul that knowingly descries 
All dangers, and all possibilities 

Of outward perils, and yet doth persévere 
In every lawful action whatsoever. 

Give me a heart that in itself doth war 
With many frailties (who like traitors are 
In some besieged fort) and hath to do 
With outward foes and inward terrors too; 
Yet of himself and them a conquest makes, 
And still proceeds ig what he undertakes, 


GEORGE WITHER 
(1588-1667) 


August 6, 1938 PEACE NEWS : ) 


OPPOSITION TO MILITARY MOVES IN SCHOOLS | Double Initiative 


Sequel to Our | Needed 
Disclosures TO END BOMBING & 


BUILD PEACE 
COERCION OE BO i don Flea 
PUPILS le 
NOW ALLEGED . 


toward air disarmament and definite pro- 
pesals for constructive peace-making— 
is contained in a statement by the Friends 

ILFRED WELLOCK’! 

articles in PEACE NEWS 

concerning the introduction 


Peace Committee. 
The statement, copie: of which have been 
ot militarism into schools have 
already resulted in action. 


sent to :nembers of the Government. 
Geclares: 
The mind of the nation i. regard to world 
affairs is largely occupied with three things: 1. 
| Desire for peace; 2. Horror at the air warfare 

: lin China and Spain; and 3. Unlimited prepara- 
A protest against the formation of < ltion for war, particularly in the air. 

Bournemouth School Cac Corps has If in the pursuit of peace we add to the tear 

been sent by Bournemouth group of the which now dominates international relations, we 

Peace “ledge Union to every member of | 

the local council together with a copy 

of PEACE NEWS for July 2, in which 

Wilfred Wellock’s first article on the sub- | 

ject dealt particularly with the moves in | § 

the Bournemouth district. Subtle coer- | 


hopelessly frustrate our efforts. If we react to 
our abhorrence at the bombing of cities by 
training thousands of young men to the task of 
doing this very thing, and by educating the 
public mind to the thought of terror-striking re- 
prisals, we are guilty of degrading our mora! 
standards and imitating those whose conduct we 
condemn 


cion of boys unwilling to join the corps m : ‘S T % AIR BOMBING 
is alleged in the protest. As will be seen from this picture, the participation of many motor-cars was the Recent events have shown in tragic tashion 
It will be recalled that the matter first feature which particularly reflected the unique character of the procession through what war is. Whilst maintaining our conviction. 
f h sas f lt h Lond + th | f the PPU Manifesto campaian without qualification, that the whole method ot 
arose irom the visit 0 a; genera! o the ON es Sesame Psion: war is wrong and to be refused, we realize that 
headmaster of the school in question, and modern war is becoming pre-eminently a matter 
that the Bournemouth Education Commit- Sweden of aerial conflict, and that here lies a main 
tee has already agreed to the proposal, on source of fear and an overwhelming threat to 


the understanding that there would be no FOLLO Wi NG B R I T A [ N I N Seca the Government, therefore, to show 


compulsion on the boys. 


its sincerity in desiring the abolition of aerial 
CONSCRIPTION OF YOUTE ARMS RACE t bombing by abandoning forthwith its use on 


the frontiers of the Empire; and, further, by 
The PPU group gives the council mem- demanding in the League of Nations Assembly 


i j 1 i i h ir C is- 
bers the following as its reasons for pro-| But Youth Awaits Our Lead for Peace | tates torstner azain of the Air Commis: 


testing against the formation of a Bourne- 


mouth School Cadet Corps: From ounOwn Corresmndens were many people who could not be satis-| Misti c"tne initiative in bringing forward 
1. That the corps would be subject to War Office MARTIN ALLWOOD fied with an un-questioning acceptance of new proposals for the complete abolition of 
regulations and inspections, and the training MULLSJO. | traditional ideas about nationality and | serial warfare. This is clearly demanded by 
would be definitely of a pre-military character; WEDEN_ bi fe thent duty. Great interest was shown in e work|the present fear of whole populations and the 
2. This this is another move in the direction , biggest o € ha of the Peace Pledge Union, immense pea in which civilized nations are 
of conscripting the youth of the country; j j 1 a = now involved. 
3. That the boys are too young to make a con- Scandinavian States, wit During the debate, thc Manifesto of the REAL PEACE-MAKING 


BOs acer ion of Ces matle ys population of Just peas 6,000,000 PPU was read out in full, and questions We recognize that, for the acceptance of any 
is ea ee ponerse Bee anecnae Sp read over an area slightly smaller were asked abou: the Van Zeeland | such abolitionist proposals by the nations, there 
that subtle coercion is being brought to bear on| than France, is spending more andj Report. must be linked thereto a constructive policy of 


abet - ? : 1 appeasement. 
some older boys who are reluctant to join the Many speakers expressed dissatisfaction genera p ee 
pccol-OTE an thavthey have becntncked more money on rearmament. y Spi p Thus in face of the dire threat to civilized 


state, before their school-mates, their reasons for Quite recently, the Riksdag (parlia- | with the English attitude to the colonial] life today a bold policy of the common 
not wishing to join; * ment) voted 252 million kroner (avout | problem, and expressed the view that there| interests is called for. 


5. That, whatever the merits of the proposal,| 13,000,000) for guns and bombers. Mili- | could be no peace mentality in Europe un-| We would ask, therefore, that the British 


it is of such t ial ch it sag i P A Government should take the double initiative, 
be submitted ree roversial character it should| tary service is compulsory, and is a heavy |less England were willing to share some of commending suggestions for the restriction of 


burden on the male population of the |her trade rights with Sweden, Germany,|war in the air by definite proposals for an 
( 1 ; 5 : j 
ie ae Peeocgere Tuna aneien iniaat country. and the other nations. advance in constructive peace-making. 
6. That physical fitness and discipline is al-| In many cases the term of conscription is 
ready embodied in the school Scout troop; 270 days; and as one is not allowed to do 


7. That the decision is of grave national im- i j i 
portance, both morally and educationally, and the the whole period continuously, it peeally, 


group objects to Bournemouth’s leading in such | UPSets the education of the youth of Sweden 
a retrograde scheme. over a period of two years. 


LIBERALS PROTEST University students have seldom finished 


; ‘ . | thei urse of study before the f 26 
Th- pacifists have not been alone in their o, and many Boule find it ECE eo VW FE B U [ L D [ N G 
protest against militarism in schools. In marry as early as they would like owing 


a letter published in the Southern Daily : F 

Echo on Saturday the Southampton Liberal ENE lake cel BOS BEE 

Party protested FOLLOWING ENGLAND’S LEAD 
against the decision arrived at by our Educa-| Among the reasons repeatedly given for 


tion Committee that retired naval officers i = 
should be permitted to enter schools under its Swedish rearmameut,, and (theshcavyg aun 


control for the purpose of addressing the boys den of conscription, are: 

on the Royal Navy as a career, and presumably 1. That England is rearming, and therefore 
inviting them to join the Navy. that all the small countries must do the same; 
The letter added that “if retired naval| . 2: That Sweden was able to keep out of the 


officers are to be allowed to extol the vir- Bey sya ony CHa conn Be Snes 


tues of our fighting services the same free-| 3. That it is a duty to God and Swedish cul- 
dom should be extended to pacifists and!ture to defend it against any enemy that might 
others to present the contrary view A | attack Sweden; it is believed that the Swedish 


* A - d f li A wy ? h = 
similar protest was sent to the Southamp- | dpa other conch, ee een 
ton Town Clerk. 


FOR PROSPECTUS | 


However. it appears that some people in 
_ The matter has also been subject of an|Sweden are beginning to think about a 
inquiry in Parliament. Mr. Cecil H.j}country’s responsibility to its neighbours, 
Wilson, MP, asked on Thursday of last|wherever these are to be found. At a 
week “whether there has been any com-|debate, held at the Marston Hill summer 
munication between the Board of Education| course in the south of Sweden, the famous 
and the War Office regarding the visits of |Oxford Union motion, “That this House 
officers to elementary or secondary schools | will not fight for King and Country,” was! 
for the purpose of urging the formation of | carried by eighteen votes to fifteen. There 
officers’ training corps.” were many abstentions. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the} It was evident from the lively discussion 


Board of Education replied: “The answer |bcth before and after the debate that there 
is in the negative.” 


“THE BEST SAVEWAY” 


London’s first Peace Building Societ 
g Y 

offers to its Investors: 
Students’ Walking Tour 


- oO 
ENEMIES OF for Peace | 
From Our Own Correspondent | Oo p.a. 
CONFIDENCE A party of student pacifists from the o 
Editorial comment in Textile Weekly,| University of Bristol will start a walking Free from Income Tax Fluctuation Worry 
July 22, ended with these words: tour on Monday week for the purpose of 


The cotton and the textile trades should | spreading pacifist propaganda. 
cease their internal warfare and turn round They will stay at youth hostels and in- 


to fight back at the common enemy to all, the : : . 
politicians with heads full of nothing but war, tend to speak at meetings in the following 


war, war, every time they speak or write, and| Centres on the dates shown :— 
who are taxing the rest of us out of existence} August 15: Wells (spending night at Wookey ST PAN -RAS BU | LD N GS 
with their dangerous doctrines, thinking only | Hole Youth Hostel); ® 


of money to be spent on arms under the guise| August 16: Street (night at Street Youth 
of keeping up confidence. It is this which | Hostel); R 
has destroyed confidence. August 17: Bridgwater (night at Bridgwater ST. PANCRAS HOUSE 


The Textile Weekly is the official organ esate teal and 20: Minehead (staying at 
of the National Federation of Textile | Minehead Youth Hostel). l 17 PARK STREET, LONDON, N.W.I 
Works Managers’ Associations; Guild of} The party will number eight or nine, all 
Calico Printers’, Bleachers’, Dyers’, and|of whom have had experience of public 
Finishers’ Foremen; and National Federa-| speaking. They hope to make contact with 
tion of Cotton Mill Officials. local pacifists on their tour. 
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NEWS from the FOUR CORNERS 


HOME COUNTIES 
Barnet 


AS reported last week, Lord Strathcona. 

Under-Secretary for War, was the 
second “big wig” of the War Office to 
visit this area recently. The attitude of 
the police toward PPU members wha 
demonstrated on the occasion of his visit 
is worthy of detailed comment. 


A sergeant in charge stopped the organi- 
zing secretary of the Barnet groups, and 
delivered a pompous lecture, accompanied 
by dire threats. He said the demonstrators 
parade constituted a case of deliberate ob- 
struction, and if they did not keep much 
farther apart he would issue a summons 
against the secretary. 


The latter pointed out that the pacifists 
did not intend to cause obstruction, and 
would do whatever was necessary t- avoid 
causing obstruction. The sergeant refused to 
say how they could avoid causing obstruc- 
tion, but did admit that there was no regu- 
lation as to the distance apart they should 
keep. this only applying to the West End 
of London. So far the threatened summons 
has not arrived. 


Another feature of the police attitude was 
the ribald comments made by younger 
members of the force as to the contents of 
pacifist posters, &c. 

It was, incidentally, the same sergeant who, on 
a previous occasion, threatened PEACE NEWS 
sellers with a summons for breaking a by-law 
by shouting their wares. On that occasion it 
was pointed out that newsboys down the street 
were shouting “ Classified results!” and other 
such slogans. The sergeant then said the news- 
boys would also be warned; on being asked by 
the PPU members whether they could say any- 
thing at all in advertisement of their wares, he 
refused to reply. 

It has been suggested that next time any 
outdoor activity is carried on by these 
groups they should have their own ob- 
servers in the crowd taking note of the 
police attitude. 


Wembley 

In conzrexior. with a !ocal hospital 
carnival, this group organizec a balloon 
race. Ne rly 1,200 balloons, each with a 
peace mvss.ge. were sold, bringing in 
£14 12s. 9d. 


One of the balloons has already been 
returned frori Northern France. Last year 
winning balloons were returned from 
France and Scotland. 


Besides arranging the balloon race, the 
Broup ente:ed a clever tableau in the 
carnival procession, showing representa- 
tives of various nations settling their 
problems round a conference table. All 
the sign-writing for this tableev. was done 
by members themselves. 


EAST 

Norwich 4 
MEMBERS of this group are putting 

themselves at the service of smaller 
groups in the district in the holding of open- 
air meetings. Two very successtul meetings 
have been held in conjunction with Bungay 
and Dereham groups. 

The Bungay group deserves special men- 
tion because its members are now regularly 
selling three dozen PEACE NEWS a week, 
and on the occasion of the meeting sold four 


ls Your Child Worth 


a Penny? 


Our Basque House has now been 
running for over a year, and_ sixty 
children are still enjoying the hospitality 
of the Peace Pledge Union at Langham, 
near Colchester. 


Gallant foster-parents have supported 
dnd cared for these children. Members 
of the Union have sent a steady stream 
of donations. Yet we can hardly kee 
pace with the urgent and daily sok 
of our large family. 


We now appeal to our membership to 
fill our almost empty purse—by sending 
to our 3asque Fund one penny for 
every child tney have; or one penny 
for every child they wish they had. 


LET THE CHILDREN HELP OUR 
BASQUE CHILDREN. 


Send your contribution to :— 


THELMA NIKLAUS, 
BASQUE FUND, 
PEACE PLEDGE UNION, 
96 REGENT STREET, 
W.I. 


dozen Bungay is only a small town, and 
this group is therefore setting a good ex- 
ample to some other—and ‘arger—places 


LONDON 
Kentish ...wn 
THE publication and distribution of a 
leaflet of its own is cne of the steps 
taken by this group. In form as well as 


in wordi..g the leaflet is simple and direct, | 


and desizned to appea! to working men 
and women. 

The power of the ordinary mar. to stop 
war is stressed, and the leaflet concludes 
with the ledge. 


Shepherds Sush 

A new group has been formed in this 
district; at present it consists mainly of 
members of Oaklands Congregational 
Church, iogether with a few other signa- 
tories Ji 1g in the area who were 
previously attached to Acton group. 

Meetings are at present neld fortnightly 
in the ~4u.ch and are devoted to study and 
discussion. Some of the members, however, 
represent the group in collective PPU 
activities, as well as sellirg PEACE NEWS 
locally. All local sign:tories will be visited 
soon. 

Miss Plylli. M. Hallett, cf 64, Adelaide 
Grove, Shepherds Bush, W.12, i: acting as 
secretary. 


MIDLANDS 
Wi"enhall 
2 NCOURAGING results from its first 
public meeting are being felt by this 
group. 

Six new people have sinc been attend- 
ing the group meetings, und seem very 
interested. Mos: of them are taking 
PEACE NEWS. Some seventy people 
attended the public meeting itself. 


NORTH-EAST 
Durham 
SATURDAY, July 23, was the day of the 
Durham Miners’ Gala, wher the pitmen, 
with the‘r ives and families, went to 
Durham from surrounding villages for the 
annual picnic, speech-making. and labour 
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In order to have the most effect, it was 
felt that the meetings must be kept up 
regularly week by week, and to do this 


demonstrations on the race course beside|half-a-dozen of the groups in the federa- 


the river. 


The fine weather drew a crowd estimated 
at 250,000. and the early afterioor. speeches 
were made from the Labour platfcrm by 
George “Lansbury, Mr. Attlee, and others. 


After the chief political speakers had 
finished, their platform was used in turn 
by a variety of political and religious 
speakers. The PPU was represented by 
James Hudson, with William Berry of 
Durham as chairman, an’ a targe and 
appreciative crowd gathered to hear the 
case for constructive pacifism. 


Mr. Hudson exposed the danger and 
futility of military alliances and arma- 
ments; we must find, he said, an alternative 
method to “the bloody monstrosity of 
war” for resisting oppressicn, and for this 
purpose a simple refusal to cooperate with 
the oppressor would be far mcre effective 
and could not involve more suffering than 
the military method. 


A policy of international justice and co- 
operation was the best defence against war, 
and the only one which could lead to 
permanent peace. 


Unfortunately the noise made by depart- 
ing bands :nade the meeting draw to a 
close before questioners were fully satisfied. 


Members of Newcastle, Sunderland, 
Darlington and Durham: groups, who had 
cooperated in organizing the meeting, sold 
about ceventy copies of PEACE NEWS 
among the crowds. 


West Yorkshire 


The problem of how to contact the out-of- 
doors youth, a class of the community 
which is probably largely untouched by 
normal methods of propaganda, has been 
vigorously tackled this last two months by 
the PPU West Yorkshire Federation. 


Each Sunday evening many hundreds of 
cyclists pass through Otley on their return 
from a day in the country to the towns of 
the industrial West Riding, and congregate 
in the Market Place for a ten minutes’ 
breather. So Otley Market Place was 
chosen as the site for open-air meetings. 


tion took it in turn to supply speakers and 
literature for the meetings 


So, Sunday by Sunday. perched on a stool 
borrowed from an adjacent pub, PPU 
speakers have tried to put before a typical 
open-necked, bare-legged cycling com- 
munity the case for war resistance, whilst 
free leaflets have been distributed and 
PEACE NEWS and pamphlets sold. 


The actual results can never be measured, 
but it is certain that much good has been 
achieved. Otley group has benefited by 
the accession of several new members from 
local people who have listened to the 
speakers, although this was not a primary 
motive for the meetings. Nearly every 
Sunday evening supporters have turned up 
from as many as six different towns, often 
coming considerable distances. 


At the annual meeting of this federation, 
when some seventy delegates and friends 
met in the headquarters of the Leeds group, 
the secretary was able to report continuous 
growth throughout the past year both in 
the number of groups and in the amount 
of active propaganda carried on. 


The report also revealed the many bene- 
fits which had resulted from the forming 
of the federation, in the starting of new 
groups, assistance given to groups in a 
variety of ways, corporate activities under- 
taken, and in its use as a genera! clearing 
house for ideas and information. Answers 
to a list of over forty different activities 
which had been prepared showed that 
every single one of them had been carried 
out during the year by one group or 
another. 


The treasurer’s report was also very 
satisfactory, revealing sound finance on a 
contribution from groups based on two- 
pence per “live” member. 


C. Kenneth Frost and Denis Riley were 
re-elected chairman and secretary respec- 
tively, and a short but interesting address 
was given by a German visitor who had 
been spending a holiday as the guest of 
different members. He said he would carry 
back to Germany a message of the genuine 
desire for peace of English people. 


THE SACRIFICE AND WASTE OF WAR 


being repeated today—had 

been at work for many months 
before 1914-18 moulding the mind 
of the civilian to accept war as a 
natural part of the daily routine. 


Authority was smart. It told the indi- 
vidual that the war was to end all war. 
Believing this, the spirit of sacrifice of 
common humanity rose to almost incon- 
ceivable heights. 

Father urged son to enlist and proudly 
boasted of such enlistment at the -lub. 
Mother felt out of it when Mrs. Jones said 
“Her Kenneth was a lance-corporal now 
and would soon be in France.” 

Family ties, business interests. future 
careers, all wiped away. Ignore the cost 
—the result will be permanent interna- 
tional peace—nations will live side by side 
in tranquility—never again will the people 
be asked to make cuch a sacrifice if they 
would but come and help to strangle the 
dragon of war. 


Przre propaganda—which is 


The Promise 


EC’ARLY in 1915 the War Pension 

system was extended to embrace 

not only the fighter himself within its 

benefits by his dependents. The War Pen- 
sions Act, 1915, promised: 

To provide for his and their future on a level 
with the standard he or they might reasonably 
expect to attain if the man had lived—or <¢f 
living retained the full use of his powers and 
faculties. Loss of earning capacity through war 
service would be made up to the man and his 
family. 

Speaking in the House of Commons on 
May 18, 1915, the late Mr. Bonar Law 
said: “However great may be the 
demands caused by the war on the finan- 
cial resources of the country the men who 
are giving up their lives in her service and 
their dependants come first.” : 

For a period of nearly 43 years the 
people did not flinch from the daily 
sacrifice. 


The “Fulfilment ” 


LYOW stands the fighting man 
a today? All is changed. 

The amount of pension is determined not 
with reference to the individual pensioner’s 
capacity, or failure of capacity, to earn a liveli- 
hood either in his former occupation or another, 
but with reference solely to the effect of his 


WERE IN VAIN— 


Except for 


war service on his physical condition. (Ministry 

of Pensions Handbook for the Guidance of 

Committees, March, 1926.) 

Take an everyday example—a totally 
disabled man, one leg and one arm off. 
He would get 63s. a week for self, wife, 
and the two children. After the kiddies 
get to 16 years old, apart from very special 
cases, allowances cease—they are supposed 
to go out and help support the crippled 
father and worn-out mother. If father 
should die—unless the death is directly due 
to the war service as clearly stated on the 
death certificate—the widow and children 
get nothing whatever to live on. 

As for poor Mrs. Jones who lost her 
enly boy Kenneth one morning in France 
—caught in the barbed wire like the 
Biblical ram and promptly machine-gunned 
to death—if she and Mr. Jones make appli- 
cation and can prove need and poverty 
they may be granted a sum weekly be- 
tween 5s. and 20s. for the two; but poverty 
is the basis plus direct evidence that the 
son was the main support of the family. If 
these two factors do not apply, then the son 
has no “cash value” to trade. 


Their Future Health 


PEDURING the past few weeks the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer has issued the 
following masterly and humane opinion: 

There is no ofticial reason to believe that a 
man who served in the forces during : 914-18 
in any way mortgaged his future health by 
sleeping in sodden trenches, gas saturated dug- 
outs, remaining in wet clothing inthe trenches 
for days on end, by sleeping and living in rain- 
swept fields and facing ‘daily exposure. 

After 21 years of voluntary work for the 
returned men, and as a pioneer in England 
of the efforts to create better conditions 
than accrued to pre-war pensioners, I have 
noted the effect of war service on the con- 
stitution of my old colleagues. Truly did 
they give their youth that the spirit of in- 
ternational peace might wing its way over 
the wide world. 

The people of this little island had 
1,100,000 killed and 2,200,000 wounded, 
not forgetting the 5,800 men who for 
years past have been kept in homes— 
mad, stark raving insane through war 
service. 


One Thing 
says “HLE.B.” 


Parade these next to your recruiting 
offices and outside your Houses of Parlia- 
ment and youth of today will gasp in 
horror and the mother yet to be, will 
realize for the first time the hollowness 
of military glory—the modern wrecker 
of homes 


Chance To Learn 


"THE sacrifice and waste was in 

vain — except for one thing. 

Youth today has the chance to learn the 

truth. We did not; it was “the thing” to 
kill men of other nations. 

What was the verdict of the civilian 
soldier on war when the Armistice was 
signed? The great thing was to get out 
of the machine. When being demobilized, 
men had the option of being medically 
examined for pension rights. 

This meant the delay of a day; so 
hundreds of thousands of the men reported 
fit, to get clear of the machine. That was 
the opinion twenty years ago. 

Today, despite the effort of the inter- 
ested war party to make a_ successful 
organization of 1914-18 men, the effort is 
a complete failure; 924 percent of the men 
will not take an interest in the movement, 
the reason being that military spirit which 
fosters war is rife therein. 


No Brief For War 


"THE large body of “ unorganized ” 

war-time warriors hold no brief 

for war. Such a method of settling inter- 
national questions is useless. 

Today they are quietly telling Youth the 
truth. Heroes still in peace time they 
have the moral as vrell as physical courage 
to educate the youth of today in the hope 
that these lads will not be led to the 
slaughter house as in 1914-18. Always they 
remember the trust imposed upon them as 
survivors— 

“To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch, be yours to hold it high. 

If you break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders’ Fields.” 


~-s—_> 
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PEACE 


UP THE 
GARDEN 
PATH 


By 
BESOM 


HE following is to be sung to the tune of 

Christians Awake. This is hard to do, 

as W. T. Nettlefold (who sends me the 

verses) admits. But, he adds, “nothing is 
easy today.” 


You must learn the art of killing. 
Grow familiar with a bomb; 

A good citizen, be willing 

To defend the hearth and home. 


Let the enemy be hated, 
Qualify in A.R.P., 

So that when you've graduated 
They can call you M.A.D. 


Not enough that you should win the 
A.R.P. plus M.A.D. 
You will stay a mere beginner 


Till you gain your R.1.P. 
Note:—“P” in the last line stands for 
“Pieces”; “Peace” became _ archaic 
after the signing of the Versailles 
Treaty. “Enemy ”—a people of uncer- 
tain origin, now largely at the disposal 
of the propaganda committee. 


FREE ADVICE 


The Air Correspondent of the News 
Chronicle told one day last week of the 
number of people anxious to join the new 
so-called Civil Air Guard. He reported the 
Brooklands Flying Club secretary as say- 
ing: 

I have just been through a pile of 
letters from applicants a foot high. 

No wonder it is difficult for the Air 
Minister to find a suitable woman to whom 
to offer one of the honorary commissioner- 
ships. 

With such enthusiasm being displayed on 
the part of the little folk, may I suggest 
Snow White, Sir Kingsley? 


WANTED: MORE SCOPE 


Only the loathly pacifist 

Believes that war is foul; 

Then let him beat his pigeon chest 
And wail and screech and howl. 


We know that war is just a way 
For showing how we can 

Bind up the wounded, sort the dead, 
And show man’s love to man. 


We know that with our ARP, 
For saving life there’s more— 
Much more opportunity 

If we can have a war. 


You cannot be humane in peace, 
There really is no scope 

For sand and for brown paper 
And cracks stuffed up with soap. 


How can you love your neighbour 
Until he’s blown to bits?— 

Then with an air raid warden you 
Can work out which bit fits. 


How can you love a little child 
Until the sirens blow? 

We only need a major war 
These major truths to show. 


o= PARABLE — 


E’AR, far away in the darkest jungle of 
% Equatorial Africa, lived a missionary 
whose flock consisted of ex-cannibals. 
Daily he preached to them on the wicked- 
ness of living upon the flesh of their 
fellows, and after many years of exhorta- 
tion he succeeded in weaning them from 
this foul and inhuman practice. 


One day a member of the tribe, who had | last weeks of its run at the Duke of York's 


SENT BY A READER 


THE WEAKER SEX? 


The little girl seems to be wondering whether the water 1s warm ensugh to sif in. 
This topical picture was taken by Mr. E. Heimann, a London reader. 


best pictures, too.) 


Letter pum 


17 Featherstone Buildings, 
London, W.C.1. 


A FACT that you may not have gathered 

from obituary notices about Lapy 
Warwick is that her death, besides being 
felt in the labour movement, is a loss to 
pacifism as well. 


ee 


True, it was only in the last few years 
of her life that she came to accept the 
absolutist pacifist viewpoint, and then her 
age prevented her from any vigorous par- 
ticipation in propaganda work; otherwise 
we could have anticipated that she would 
bring to the cause of pacifism tne verve 
and freshness she brought to al: else that 
she touched 


Worked for No More War Movement 
QUE of her former colleagues—J. ALLEN 
SKINNER. who was chairman of the No 
More War Movement when she was its 
treasurer—tells me that her first contact 
wit’; socialism was with that variety which 
hac least in common with the pacifist philo- 
sophy of life expressed today by the Peace 
Pledge Union. 
* After the War 
ALLEN SKINNER, 


however,” continue 
“she moved toward paci- 


Play that when he saw the opening scene, 
with the pretty flirting and dallying butter- 
flies, he was “ 
and acting, though very dainty, was. well— 
what can I say?—‘ circussy ’.” 


respondent writes: 


NEWS ll 


‘Twenty-one Yeats 
Ago 
From the New Crusader 


August 10, 1917 


*ROM a soldier’s letter, dat :. Flanders, 
July 20, 1917: “It will coon be the third 
anniversary of my entering .h2 army, and, 
although complain is useless ~it is our fate 
to be as we ve—it is impossible not to wish 
| that the three \ ‘uable years had been put 
to a more valuable use. 


| 

| “Even granted that this war is service 
| for humanity ~and of that much is in 
doubt—the individual mind fails to see the 
heroic value or reason for -acrifice. 


“That is where the Church has made a 
/vast mistake ir. placing herself on the side 
;of any one combatant. The average man 
lis capable of seeing through the illusion, 
land cannot tai] to doubt the sincerity of 
the Church in placing worldly aspirations 
before its spiritual duties. I >» war 1s holy, 
and to invoke the aid of God is sheer 
blasphemy.” 


outstanding I should say it was a protest 
against the encroachment of the machine For 
centuries—for milleniums, indeed—there has 
been a conflict between the beautiful and the 
utilitarian. 

Strangely enough though we are apt to 
blame governments and systems otf govern- 
ment. the danger docs not seem to arise from 
tha mere misapplication ot rulership It as 
a kind of diseuse native purticularly to the 


(Let us see your 


the Edite 


human species; and. what is more signifteant 

to the human individual. For man _ does 

Cricket to be stabbed in the back by that foolishly in supposing he can build up any 
self-same fly and used as fattening material for !@sting greatness for his race until his indi- 


vidua! soul is saved 


the ichneumon’s stupid, selfish, little grub. 


Pictures from the Past 
SoM= photogre, —. sent me by a Viennese 
correspondent, ‘ho signs  himeelf 
ouldlike Tobeout” are particularly in- 
teresting when contrasted with the picture 
of those present at last weeks meeting ot 
the Council of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national. The latter is reproduced on page 
16, but unfortunately the photographs sent 
from Austria are not s ‘table “roduc- 
_tion. 

Most of them were taken at a WRI cunterence 
ten years ago, and show some of the same peuple 
who uppear in our buck-page picture this week 
Among those trom this country Grace Braton. 
RuxHaM BROWN HAROLD BING ano FENNER 
Brockway are instantly recognizabie 

Harouip Binge, in particular. has changed very 
little indeed 

Among the delegates trom other countries 
shown in the pictures is Ravenpra Prasap. then 
chairman of the Indian National Congress 
Another of the pictures was taken in the pavilion 
of the bureau for intellectual cooperation? of the 
League. at last year’s Paris Exhibition. and shows 
what could be built with the amount now spent 
on arms. 


Symphony of Horror” 


ILLIAM WARBIS admits frankly that 
he had heard so much of the Insect ., W 


inclined to think the staging 


He <90n found out his rristake, however: 
My opinion was definitely reversed by, I 
think, the third rising of the curtain. It was 
then I began to realize that what was really 
happening was precisely whui occurs in the 
opening of the Messiah oratorio; it was the 
prolonged tuning-up tor a masterpiece. 

I found «he subsequent scenes not merely 
impressive--they were absolutely overwhelm- 
ing as a symphony of horror: burst upon me. 
It was like the Judgment Dery fitted into the 
framework of a hile proscen.um Anc there 
is no judgment like a true reflex of ourselves— 
indeed there is not. 

As to the message of the play my cor- 


It seems to hold just as many messages as 
there as phases of life, but if any moral is 


fism; she became a member for a time of the FOR YOUR AMUSE CALE NT . 


Independent Labour Party. and later, when 
her connexion with the ILP had ceased. she 
associated herself with the No More War 
Movement (which merged itself with the 
PPU two years ago). Indeed for a year o1 
more Lapy WarRwWICcK ccte? as the General 
Treasurer for that body. 

“The views she embraced had a very rea! 
effect on the life of the Countess of 
Warwick and it has always been a matte) 
for regret that the Labour movement as 2 
whole could never rise to the fineness of 
her conception in the offer of Easton Lodge 
for educational purposes. which she made 
in 1923. 

“Her life can be regarded as a positive 1 
contribution to that spirit of fellowship that 


Ma 


a 


is the basis of the pacifist outlook.” Il. 
Makes You Squirm i 
READER writes: “It was marvellous 
so great that I might seem to be exag- 
i gerating if I said all I could say about it 16 
I did not enjoy it a bit.” 
That sounds a bit contradictory, I know] 19. 


but it’s a play he is describing—the Insect 
| Play. to be exact, which I see is now in the 


DOWN. 


You cant do this or 
an empty stomach 
A nobleman and ¢ 
doctor make thi 
fruit together. 
Emits possibly false 
notes. 

You are when you 
speak 

Change a vowel anc 
this animal speaks 
He brings fort. 
Avid contains 
socialist. 

This and its pas’ 
goes up and down 


This applies to him 
(see 4 down). 
Comparatively use 
ful. 

Confuse the thin; 
with which mar 
hears A measure. 
ment of time ap- 
pears. 
Hypothetically use 
ful. 

In the case of nois¢ 
the Greeks had ;: 
word for it. 


There is nothing or 
it may put you ic 


a ai 7 


2 


—_ 


learned to read, brought him a copy of a/ Theatre, where it was transferred from the 
white man’s paper in which it was stated | Playhouse. 
that in four and a half years the white/ Warr:s explain his apparent contradiction: 
men had succeeded in killing ten million A schoolboy does not enjoy a thrashing. You 
other white men. - not Bian CE gale it may be Ae 
; —. or you a e same. re is no jar 

“Surely,” he said to the Iisslonary3 Kanek pills. They purge the very eohL, “Tt the 
“they must have been very hungry?’ play does not clear your mind of a lot of non- 
But the missionary protested that white 


sense. you have a stoppage in the mind; in 
men did nat kill one another for food. but | Some unhealthy way you are damned and halt- 
because of liberty and justice. 


ing. We all sat there being judged. It made 
“Do you “mean to say,” said the 


me squirm. 
astonished member of his flock, “that the 


If a man will not believe that in him is 
definitely a spark of the divine, then he has 
white men actually kill one another when 
they are not hungry?” 


perforce to look upon the other picture, and 

see himself in the scheme of things no more 

than a grubby little insect, a greedy, poison- 

Professor C. E. M. Joad, stinging insect—an ichneumon fly with som 
2 =: . grub-of:a daughter or slug’ of’ a wife, or. 

Time & Tide. maybe, just a chirpy respectable little Miste 


Perhaps I'd better let WiLLIAMi2 


31 


33. 


34 


sleep. 
Ameliorates. 
A confused dean 1s 


You don't put the 
first part in this 43. 
vessel any more. 
Accompany, but 45. 
without music. 46. 
Instrument, 48. 
Cuts and may be 
arranged as por- 
tions. 


“It out —’s —; pray 
you avoid it.” Ham- 
Tet 


8 


ai. 


13. 


burdened with fifty, 35. 
Add 4 down and 
you'll entertain. 


Nervous affliction. 


Anatomically fixed 14. 


but fashionably 15, 
movable. 

This is it. VS 
A disturbed bever- 
age is consumed. 18. 
This could nat 
wither Cleopatra. 
Opposing poles. 20. 


Refers to us. 


With nothing added 23- 


this would be exces- 
sive. 


ACROSS. 27. 
Mixed meat diets. 
Insertions, 29. 


Stoppage. 

A fish turns back for 
shelter, : 32. 
41 down becomes 25: 
imperative. 

You take the waters 37 
and find a serpent” 
here. 39 


This is to allude 
either way. 


down. 44 
This should be par- 
ried. 

If you 
you’re lost. 
Make a noise like 


go. 


40. 
Add a penny to 4349 


this and we all fall 
down. 


Avoid. 

A little more than 
Ji cown but how 
stupid. Ss 
These bulls are con- 
tradictory. 


She contains an E. 
Its lives and tails 
are equal. 

Holds a grain. 
“Had I the heavens’ 
embroidered —.” 


«46. - Wains. a 
this 47 


This means he came 
in if he has already 
gone. 
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Group Notes 


PEACE 


By John Barclay 


People Await a Lead: Here’s How 
to Give It 


OOKING back to last year at this time 

I remember the excitement of Swan- 

wick Camp. Dick Sheppard made it a 

wonderful experience, and I believe we 

have never lost the impetus he gave us 

curing that week, nor can we ever lose 
his inspiration. 


But the important thing is to look ahead, 
and here I see great things to be done. To 
begin with we want a lot more groups in 
the following areas: Scuth-East Cheshire, 
West Derby, East Wales, Oxfordshire, Berk- 
shire and Lincolnshire. Tocse re th 
deserts that need irrigating with the energy 
and enthusiasm of neighbouring groups and 
regions. 


Then there are far too many people who 
feel that they are too busy to help us. I 
know they are busy, but they can help us. 
May I suggest one or two ways in which 
really busy people can give valuable help: 

(a) By introducing us to others who are not 
so pusy; 
(b) By buying teaflets, books, and PEACE 


NEWS to distribute each week as they rush 
from committee to committee; 

(c) By making the PPU known to at least 
twenty people each week and asking them to 
send us a postcard for information. 


CROYDON INTERESTED 


Another open-air meeting was held by 
the Croydon Region last Saturday evening. 
The speakers were Rev. Patrick Figgis, 
Miss &. Vernon and Mr. W. C. Webb. For 
two hours a crowd of fifty was maintained 
and many others stopped to listen for 
shorter periods and received notice of the 
PPU. The next meeting is on August 13. 


——————_- —— - 


| PEACE PLEDGE UNION, 96 Regent St., London, W.! 


Another idea I have is of groups clubbing 
together to buy a regional car (second-hand 
but good). It is surprising how many good 
cars are going for £20. If we had a car 
for each county on duty each weekend, 
touring round the scattered groups, carry- 
ing information and speakers, we should 
fill a great gap in our organization. A large 
number of people are only waiting to be 
put in touch with us to give their support. 
I am so often meeting with this remark: 
“J wish I had known there was a group in 
X.” 


It pays to advertise, they tell us. What 
about making a new survey of your mem- 
bers and getting at least twelve of them 
to display posters for us? Districts which 
are doing this extensively are finding the 
result in renewed group activity. It is 
much easier to get a big crowd to a meet- 
ing in October (for instance) if during July. 
August and September there have been 
posters displayed making everyone familiar 
with the words “ Peace Pledge Union.” 


I am persuaded that we have a poten- 
tial membership of 500,000 only waiting 
to be inspired by an imaginative lead, 
and from this could come new hope. If 
it is true that people are waiting for a 
lead, we must be the ones to give it. 


It is no use waiting, that is fatal. “He 
who hesitates is damned.” I do appeal for 
a great new drive individually and from 
groups. 


Let us take the next step forward by 
increasing our membership to 500,000. 
Swanwick—Langham—and next year a 
great international camp somewhere in the 
centre of England. I am ready, are you? 
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The Notice Board 


Meetings 


Northampton.—Weekend conference on “ Civi- 
lization and Pacifism”; September 17 and 18; 
speaker, John P. Fletcher. Members intending 
to be present, please send application forms at 
once to J. W. Berrill, 37, Hunter Street, North- 
ampton. 


Groups are invited to send names and addresses 
of people (pacifists or others) within easy reach 
of the City, who might be persuaded to attend a 
meeting addressed by Lord Ponsonby, George 
Lansbury, and Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence on October 
25, to City PPU Group, 13 Paternoster Row, E.C.4. 

T. Kaye Earnshaw, 29 Whittaker Avenue, 
Layton, Blackpool, would be pleased to hear 
from pacifists (speakers particularly) visiting 
Blackpool, who would like to assist at open-air 
meetings on the sands. 

Romford group now holds open-air meetings 
every Tuesday at 8 p.m. in the Romford Market 
Place. 

West Norwood group will not meet in St. 
Luke’s Church Hall, which is undergoing re- 
decoration, until September 13 when Mr. Sydney 
Larcombe will speak on the WRI. 

Open-air meetifgs every Friday at 8.15 p.m. 
in Kings Square, Barry. Also in Llandaff Fields. 
Cardiff at 8 p.m. on Sundays, 

Open-air meetings are now held on Tooting 
Bec Common every Sunday at 7 p.m., as well as 
on Clapham Common (3 p.m.) and Streatham 
Common (6.30 p.m.). Arranged between Streat- 
ham, Battersea and Wandsworth groups. 

PPU open-air meetings every Sunday at 8 p.m 
on Whitfields Mount, Blackheath, near Cricket 
Pitch. 


PEACE NEWS Sellers Wanted 


Letchworth. — Volunteers for street selling 
wanted on Saturdays between 3 and 5 p.m. and 
5 and7p.m_ Also on Sundays outside churches 
Please give details and times to J. Yardley, 49 
Willian Way, Letchworth. 

Bristol—Every Saturday between 2.30 p.m 
and 5 p.m. Write John Bamford, 24 Bromley 
Road, Horfield, Bristol, 7. 

Blackheath.—Outside Roxy Cinema from 5 p.m 
on Saturdays. 

Harborne.—Every Friday and Saturday. Write 
S. G. White. 46, Wheats Avenue, Harborne, Bir- 
mingham 

Cambridge.—Write to Austin Davies, 28 Ma)- 
colm Street, Cambridge. 

Tunbridge Wells.—Write to Maurice Cransby 
4 Mount Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells. 

Nottingham.—Fridays and Mondays. Meet 
Friar Lane, 7 p.m. Do not leave it to a few. 

Hull,—Open-air meetings every Wednesday 
8 p.m.. at West Park Gates. 


Poster Parades 


Bournemouth, August 6.—3 p.m. from the 
Plaza Cinema, Winton. 


Portsmouth Navy Week.—Poster parade and 
leaflet distribution today (Saturday). Volunteers 
urgently required. Meet Dockyard Gates, Ord- 
nance Row, 6 p.m. 


More volunteers needed every Saturday at 
6.45 p.m. from 96 Regent Street, and on the 
second and fourth Thursdays of every month at 
7.15 p.m. 


Miscellaneous 


Visitors to Scarborough invited join local group 
in visit to Langdale End, August 20. Return 
fare (special coach) 1s. 6d. Particulars from 
secretary, Donald Robson, Allways, Lady Edith’s 
Avenue, Newby, Scarborough. 


Tidworth Tattoo.—Volunteers wanted for leaf- 
let distribution every day of the tattoo (July 30 
and August 1 to 6), from 7 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. 
Groups near Tidworth are asked to send a car- 
load at least one evening and notify S. E. Hales, 
The Drive, Weyhill Road, Andover, of the date 
and time of arrivaL Meet at temporary foot- 
bridge over main road at entrance to tattoo 
grounds, 


Those visiting Ayrshire district please inform 
Miss Jean Brock, 54, Barassie Street, Troon 
(tel 634), or Mrs. Sybil White, 71 London Road, 
Kilmarnock. 


Miss Kathleen Hoskin, 2 Quintrel Road, New- 
quay, Cornwall, would be glad to hear from 
pacifists intending to visit Newquay and district 
during the summer months, more especially 
those willing to take part in meetings and 
demonstrations. 


There is now a service for the supply of 
literature at 13 Paternoster Row, E.C.4. Orders 
received by noon on any day can be ready for 
collection at the above address after noon on the 
day following. The object is to save postage for 
people who cannot collect their supplies from 
Regent Street, but can do so from here. 


Sheringham group hopes to start a Book Shop 
and Social Service Centre in the near future. 
Would anyone with a tiny income, willing to 
live on communal! lines, like to join in this 
venture? Write to Miss Florence Kearney, 
Lavenham, North Street, Sheringham. 


The Next 
London Group Leaders’ 


Meeting 
will be held the 


First Tuesday in September 


Phone: REGENT 2843 


“Shings we want you to know” 
August 6th, 1938 


’ 


You will find information and 


encouragement in 


" THE 
WAR RESISTER ' 


The quarterly bulletin of The War 


Resisters Interaational, 


11, Abbey Road, Enfield, Middx. 
Annual Subscription, Is. 2d. 


Single Copies, 3d. 


May be obtained from 
96, Regent Street, W 1. 


"A CHRISTIAN 
ATTITUDE TOWARDS 


AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS." 


By Dr. E. Leighton Yates. 
(15 pages). 


Price 2d. net. 


TWO NEW 


LEAFLETS 


NOW READY 


"The 
CHRISTIAN 
ATTITUDE 
to War." 


A Sermon by 
Canon H. &. L. Sheppard, 


at St. Mary Woolnoth, 26th Feb., 1937. 
The only one of his sermons pub- 


lished by us in leaflet form. 


Should be read by all. 
Christians or Otherwise. 


1/- 100. 


“PEACE THROUGH 
ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION.” 
By George Lansbury. 
(15 pages). 
Price 2d. net. 
Published by Embass 


" AIR RAID 


PREVARICATIONS." 
By Capt. H. C. Biard 


(Test. Pilot and 
Schneider Trophy 
Winner). 
He writes with knowledge ana vigour— 
This 4-page leaflet has half page 
blank at end, for Local details. 


10/- per 1,000. 
PLUS POSTAGE. 


"THE ECONOMIC 
APPROACH TO PEACE." 


With Summary of the Van Zeeland 
Report, 


By Percy Bartlett. 
Price 2d. net. 


ies of Reconciliation. 


Published by the Cobden Club. 
Obtainable from us 


" CONSCRIPTION 
and 
FOREIGN POLICY " 


By Vates. 
(15 pages). 


Should be read by all who are interested 


in preserving liberty of conscience. 


Price 2d. Post Free 24d. 


"A CHRISTIAN 
SUBSTITUTE FOR 
ARMAMENTS " 


By Leyton Richards. 
(8 pages). 


Price 2d. net. 
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RELIGIOUS & HUMANITARIAN PACIFISM 


Your correspondent, E. Foster, seems to 

have indicated the inherent weakness 
of the Teace Pledge Union as an organiza- 
tion. Apparently, if we judge from the arti- 
cle by Mr. G. M. LI. Davies in last week’s 
issue of PEACE NEWS, the same problem 
was discovered during the last war. 


When Jick Sheppard died I felt it my 
duty to do more for the cause of peace. I 
was already a signatory of the peace 
pledge, and so when it was decided to form 
a PPU group here, I accepted the leader- 
ship and tried, as consciensciously as possi- 
ble, to make it a success. But it was not 
long before I, as a Christian pacifist, dis- 
covered the wide difference in outlook, 
motive and ideals between myself (and 
other Christian pacifists) and those who are 
pacifists from humanitarian or political 
points of view. It is totally impossible for 
me to cooperate with them and still remain 
true to Christ. 


I have been told that unity is most 
essential, and therefore, to preserve this 
unity and prevent a widening of the breach, 
I must not introduce my Christian beliefs 
in a mixed group meeting, but must con- 
centrate on the essentials, i.e., that we are 
all pacifists and united for peace (although, 
incidentally, the purely politically pacifists 
are not so reticent about their point of 
view). 

But I cannot think that pacifism, in itself, 
being negative, is an adequate basis for 
unity. Nor do I believe any unity worth 
the name that is not united in the founda- 
tions and motives on which one’s work for 
peace is based. . 

War, and the causes of war, are so deeply 
inherent in human nature that I cannot 
believe that, with all the gocd will in the 
world, and with all the powers we possess, 
any merely human solution can cure the 
disease. And I do not disparage those who 
are pacifists from a different motive from 
my own. I know many of them are people 
of high ideals, noble beliefs and great 
hearts, who are prepared to sacrifice them- 
selves to the limit for others. I know 
because I have met them. But beyond 
that point we diverge. 

I believe that nothing will stop war—dis- 
armament, economic conferences, other 
conferences, even action based on the ex- 
cellent Van Zeeland Report—until we have 
eradicated selfishness, greed, dishonesty, 
pride, and lack of love and sympathy from 
our hearts and replaced them by their op- 
posites. Only then shall we have the dy- 
namic to make our ideals actual. And 
until then we shall be scotched ‘at every 
turn by the essential evil of our own hearts 
since the roots of war are in all of us. 

And I know of only one power in the 
world that can do this, of which I have real 
proof, and that is the power of the living 
Christ. So how can I cooperate with those 
who refuse to believe this, and still believe 
that man is able to cure his own leprosy? 
There is only one thing that will prevent 
men and nations from continuing the 
weary circle of greed, self, lies, lust, and 
war. When self has ceased to occupy the 
centre of the orbit of life, and God occupies 
the throne instead, all will be changed. 


GORDON WYLLIE. 
24 Harrowby Close, Grantham, Lincs. 


Dr. A. D. Belden, in his article “ Humani- 
tarian Pacifism” (July 23), and Messrs. 
Whittingham and Kirk in recent letters to 
your paper, disparage and distort the posi- 
tion of the humanitarian pacifist. Tolerance 
has never been a characteristic of organized 
Christianity, therefore it seems idle to 
plead for tole-ance from individual 
Christians, Yet it is pertinent to point out 
that the tolerance of Canon Sheppard at- 
tracted rationalists into the Peace Pledge 
Union, and that the intolerance of his dis- 
ciples bids fair to drive them out. 

Dr. Belden affirms that humanitarianism 
fails to account for human unity, yet says 
in the same breath that there is no such 
thing as human unity in the world today. 
The same conception of a “divine potential” 
that he finds in the Christian religion can 
be found in various philosophical systems 
built up by human reason and accepted by 
some humanitarians. It is not a special 
perquisite of the Christian religion. 

Although I helieve in an “illimitable 
potential behind the-human soul,” I do not 
accept Dr. Belden’s God. I accept M. 
Bergson’s Vitalist philosophy. It is a mis- 
take to think that every humanitarian is 


an agnostic or atheist. 


One is puzzled as to how Christianity, 
which has produced so many religious wars 
and so many petty churches, will ever be 
the means of producing human unity. The 
workers of the world have produced three 
internationals that have met with fair suc- 
cess for first attempts, but the Churches 
of Christianity have still to move in that 
direction. 


“None can be so cruel as your renegade 
humanitarian.” It is doubtful whether any 
purely secular cruelty can hold a candle 
to the self-righteous cruelty of the Inquisi- 
tion, organized by men who accepted—in 
however perverted a form—the Christian 
religion. It is also interesting to note that 
Robespierre (cited by Dr. Belden as a 
“humanitarian renegade”) was an intense- 
ly religious man. He instituted the Feast 
of the Etre Supreme, and massacred the 
freethinking Herbertist elemznt: in the 
revolution. 


The Christian is not the only man capa- 
ble of sacrifice. Giordano Bruno was burnt 
at the stake because he refused to retract 
his Pantheist philosophy and his theories 
cn the solar system. Voltaire risked life 
and r:nutation to end “secret trials” in 
the French penal system. In more recent 
times Carlile, Holyoake, and Bradlaugh 
endured persecution and imprisonment in 
the struggle for freedom of thought and 
social advance. 


The Christian pacifist is likelier to be a 
better martyr than his humanitarian 
counterpart for the same reason that makes 
the Japanese soldier the envy of all Euro- 
pean purveyors of cannon-fodder. He be- 
lieves in personal immortality, therefore 
can afford to gamble with his present life. 
The pacifist who is also a rationalist cannot 
take this view, and so does not plunge 
easily into the abyss. 


Again, Christ was a celibate. His follow- 
ers must disregard the calls of wife and 
children when any spiritual issue is before 
them as He did. A humanitarian pacifist 
is under no such compulsion. 


Yet martyrdom is only a cowardly means 
of escape. It is braver often to face the 
compromise of dishonourable living than 
to plunge into prison or the firing squad, 
as one fears man: of our Christian friends 
would do if war broke out. And, to con- 
clude, it would be wiser if we all united— 
Christian pacifist, humanitarian pacifist— 
and stopped mutual criticism, in order to 
achieve our self-appointed end—to prevent 
that war ever occurring. Dr. Belden and 
his friends have worse enemies in the 
world than the humanitarian pacifist. 

MARJORIE LINGARD 

23 Bullroyd Drive, Bradford, Yorks. 


I feel Mr. Housman has not really replied 
to any of the points I tried to make in 
your issue of July 16. He does, however, 
in spite of his previous remarks, seem to 
accept as reasonable my statement that the 
Gospel stands or falls as a whole. Let me 
point out, then, that that includes much 
teaching about the Church and the responsi- 
bilities of membership. May I add that 
I am not condoning the failure of the 
Church to preach the gospel in its appli- 
cation to peace. What I am saying is that 
this church-less “Christianity” which Mr. 
Housman and others advocate is not the 
Christianity of the New Testament. 


Secondly, to Mr. Pitfield, I am sorry to 
have hurled an “ extraordinary accusation,” 
yet I cannot withdraw it. The fact is that 
some of us cannot be content to regard 
our Christianity as merely one among a 
number of “labelled approaches,” all 
equally valid. It is not a question of claim- 
ing a “monopoly of wisdom.” We did not 
invent the Christian faith. We hold it on 
no merit of our own. 


Thirdly, to Mr. Dyer. To what Mr. Kirk 
says so well (July 30), I would merely add 
this. By all means let us cooperate where 
we can, but let us make this plea—will 
those who so loosely assume the name of 
Christian for their particular views, please 
take the trouble to read through the 
whole of the New Testament and at least 
one or two other good books about it and 
then decide‘ whether what they are putting 
forward is really Christianity or not, rather 
than their own particular interpretation of 
one or two odd bits of it. 


In conclusion, may I venture one general 
observation? L was one of the earliest 


NEWS 


members of the PPU and all through its 
progress I have been alarmed by the way 
in which so many people play about with 
the word “peace” without having really 
thought out what the word means. Have 
we really a conception of anything much 
more than the abolition of war? Coupled 
with this is the attitude on. sees expressed 
so often in your columns, which seems to 
regard the “ brotherhood of man” as a self- 
evident potentiality. I can see ..0 evidence 
whatever for sup osing that it is anything 
of the kind. The brotherhood of man is 
only possible as a corollary of the father- 
hood of God. Otherwise it is -neaningless. 
H. A. WHITTINGHAM. 
The University, Liverpool. 


Buddhist Pacifism 


Apropos of Dr. A. D. Belden’s articles, as the 
idea of unity is the soundest basis of pacifist 
motive, so Buddhism is essentially, and beyond 
misrepresentation, a pacifist religion. Not only 
does it emphasize the oneness of all life (not 
human only), but it points away from individual- 
ism (or selfhood), which is the natural antithesis 
of oneness. 

Asoka, emperor of India, became a pacifist 
because he became a Buddhist, and not only 
believed in, but practised disarmament. Buddhists 
invented ju-jitsu as a sort of non-violent defence, 
just as the teaching of the Buddha embraced 
that mental ju-jitsu which we find expounded 
in The Power of Non-Violence. 

Most important for humanitarians and other 
“God-less” people, Buddhism welcomes the 
atheist with his atheism, and gives to him, and 
to all shades of agnostics, the infinite blessing 
of religion, in a creed in which he can believe 
without offence to his reason. 

A BRITISH BUDDHIST. 

Cheshire. 
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MALNUTRITION 


The Bishop of Winchester (Dr. Garbett), 
in the House of Lords, discussing the ob- 
servations made in the recent report of the 
Unemployment Assistance Board, stated 
that it was estimated that one-third of the 
children in Great Britain were, during five 
of the most critical years of their lives, 
insufficiently provided for. 


He moved that a committee be appointed 
to inquire into and report on proposals for 
a national policy of family allowances. 


Lord Templemore, replying, said he could 
not accept the Bishop’s motion and pointed 
out that the Prime Minister had stated in 
the Commons that he could not see his way 
at the moment to set up a commission. In 
the opinion of the Government this was 
a matter in which public opinion might be 
expected to concentrate, but they did not 
think it had reached the stage where it 
would be useful to set up a commission. 


The Bishop’s motion was then withdrawn. 


The National Institute of Industrial 
Psychology—to quote a newspaper report— 
recently 


experimented on 50 slightly backward children, 
averaging 64 years. Half got a breakfast of 
fruit-juice, porridge and milk, fish, or eggs, with 
brown bread and butter; the remainder had 
their usual breakfast at home, which consisted 
of tea, bread, butter (*) and jam. 

The balanced breakfasts produced an in- 
crease of seven percent progress in arithmetic, 
eleven percent in English, and 114 percent in 
poetry. 


*From nearly 150 unemployed homes 
which I have visited during the past week 
I have been unable to find one where butter 
is on the daily menu, margarine, and in 
some cases lard, being the substitute. 


May I urge all readers of PEACE NEWS 
to write to their MPs, pressing for the set- 
ting up of the commission proposed by Dr. 
Garbett. 

CHARLES STUART. 

8 Highcroft Road, Crouch Hill, N.19. 


STUDENTS FROM ABROAD 


I wonder if members of the PPU have con- 
sidered getting into touch with students and 
others of other nationalities in their area. There 
must be many in and around London and other 
of our great cities. 


These students when they go back became, 
often enough, the leaders of thought in their 
own country. 


Even if we cannot bring them to pacifism— 
and I do not think that that should be our first 
object—the friendship engendered would be a 
factor in peacemaking. 


These students are, sometimes lonely young 
men and women and to invite them into our 
homes, to l.ave them where possible as paying 
guests, and to hold occasional socials for them 
is to give valuable service. 

Wm. A. WHARTON. 

4 Coleridge Road, Crouch End, N.8. 


Letters to the Editor should be as short 
as possible and written on one side of the 
paper only. Owing to pressure on space 
we reserve the right to publish extracts 
from letters. 

Correspondents must send their names 
and addresses, though not necessarily for 
publication. , . 
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Unemployment 


IN writing as I did on the unemploymen 

issue, I hoped that it would produce 
some response. I am therefore very glad 
to see the letters from Miss Greenstreet 
and Miss Thompson (PEACE NEWS. July 
23). 

Miss Greenstreet feels that | have made 
a very serious mistake in saying that we 
have literally no suggestions either from 
the Conservative side or Labour side on 
this question, and she outlines a series ot 
proposals which the Labour Party is now 
putting forward. Is she quite convinced 
that these proposals are a serious contribu- 
tion to a solution of the problem? The 
Labour Party itself does not seem to be 
convinced by its own proposals as is shown 
by the fact that in its “Immediate Pro- 
gtamme,” which she quotes, a continuance 
of unemployment is contemplated when it 
says, “ For those who will remain unem- 
ployed, proper maintenance will be pro- 
vided.” 

The present proposals of the Labour 
Party are very similar to those on which 
the last Labour government was elected 
in 1929. It is true that that government 
was a minority government but a majority 
government could not have shown more 
vigour in tackling the problem along the 
very lines now being proposed and it failed 
disastrously. What basis of hope is there 
that a Labour government of the future 
will overcome a depression by pursuing a 
similar policy to that of the last Labour 
government? To meet a depression will 
be the real test of any unemployment 
policy and I do suggest that we have 
nothing before us from any party to meet 
such an unemployment contingency as is 
now rapidly approaching. 

With reference to Miss Thompson’s letter, 
I am unable to see a very big difference 
between the Russian and the German 
methods. Both are undemocratic. All 
thas: she has to say about the German 
method may be true but the fact remains 
that Hitler promised to solve the unem- 
ployment >roblem and he has done it and 
though his methods may be undesirable, he 
nevertheless receives considerable support 
for his dictatorship because of his success 
in abolishing the nightmare of unemploy- 
ment from the German people. This is the 
challenge that our democracy has to meet. 

We kave to solve the unemployment 
problem by methods compatible with demo- 
cratic freedom and I am deeply concerned 
by the fact that we have given up attempt- 
ing to meet this challengé. There was a 
time, in .929, when the solution to the un- 
employment problem was in the very fore- 
front of politics. It.was the main issue in 
the general election of that year. There 
were ther. just over 1,100,000 registered un- 
employed. Today we have 1,802,000 regis- 
tered unemployed. Can we say that the 
solution of the unemployment: problem is 
the main issue of our internal political con- 
troversy? 

It we, as a democracy, make no attempt 
to find the solution to this terrible social 
plague which, in the course of a year, af- 
fects no less than eight to ten million 
workers and, with their families, possibly 
half the population, then a dictatorship in 
this country will sooner or later be inevita- 
ble. The German success is a warning and 
a challenge to us. 


“ VIGILANT.” 
SELF-GRATIFICATION ? 
“A” (PEACE NEWS, July 30) evidently 


lumps all sorts of masochism as bad; I'll say 
this and Id like to underline it—masochism is 
a fault of the good, and only those lacking in 
understanding sneer. 

Will “A” please tell me why he thinks what 
he calls masochism evil or deplorable? It's not 
entirely irrelevant to point out that “masochism” 
of the sort “A” deplores (note those last words) 
has produced almost the finest art. 

MARY M. SIMPSON. 

The Square, Kennoway. 

P.S.—Is it quite true that you “can’t get a 
kick out of persuading your friends to read 
Huxley”? My vanity and feeling of superiority 
gets a tiny kick then. 


PROGRESS & the INDIVIDUAL 


I am a little puzzled by the remark of your 
reviewer of Ends are Means (July 30). He says: 
“But what can be attained by an individual 
apart from social progress, cannot be a dynamic 
for social progress.” When the individual 
changes himself, does he not change society? 
Surely there cannot be social dynamic in its 
own right It is derived from the individual 

W. K. SOUTHGATE. 

Walton Pharmacy, Felixstowe. 


THE BEST WAY TO OVERCOME 
Warfare, Crime, Cruelty 
Is to teach people the value and meaning otf 
Kindness, Kinship and Fairplay. 


Please write for literature and journals concerning 
Humane Education in Schools and Homes, 
THE HUMANE EDUCATION SOCIETY, 

8@ MOSLEY STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
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EOUNTS for the 
PLATEORM 


* Reasonable Profit? ” 


4 following allegation against firms 

supplying rubber hose—an important 
part of the fire-fighting equipment for air 
raid precautions—is made in the report of 
the Select Committee on Estimates, pub- 
lished on Thursday of last week: 


The suppliers of hose appear to have reached 
an arrangement of the nature of a ring or cartel; 
and these firms quote uniform prices and pool 
the orders received. 


The Office of Works was able to negotiate a 
reduction on the prices quoted in the first 
instance, and is now stipulating for an examina- 
tion of the contractors’ books in order to ascer- 
tain actual costs before further orders are placed. 


Cost of Rearmament 


ORE indications of the way in which 
rearmament is hitting industry and 
restricting social improvements: 


Rearmament has pushed up basic prices so 
far that it is threatening to close British ship- 
yards. Half of the berths in this country are 
empty. Britain, once the world’s shipyard, is 
having more tonnage built abroad for herselt 
than is being built here for other countries. 
Building ot mercantile ships is barely a third 
ot what it was last year.—Daily Herald, July 28. 


In the House of Commons on July 27 the 
Minister of Transport declared that rearmament 
was costing so much that the Government could : 
not contribute anything to the cost of new 
bridges cver the Humber. Forth, and Severn. 


Germany in Line 


'THE increased tonnage up to which 
capital ships are now to be built has 


been generally supposed to be the result of 
an Anglo-American arrangement, but the 
text was issued recently of a protocol signed 
in London on June 30 for the increase cf 
the limitation of displacement of capital 
ships from 35,000 to 45,000 tons, in the terms 
of the Anglo-German Naval Agreement of 
1937. 


Catching Them Young 


INDER the chairmanship of Aijir- 
Marshal Sir John Salmond, a special 
committee has been formed by the Air 
League to organize throughout the country 
a corps of 20,000 Air Defence Cadets. 


In a booklet on the subject, in which it 
describes itself as non-political, the Air 
League declares: 

The object of tris scheme is to create e great 
body of uniformed, disciplined, and instructed 
young men to be of immediate service to the 
country in the case of a crisis. 


That the younger generation should be brought 
up with a knowledge of and in contact with air 
matters is essential to our security and to our 
Progress in civil and military aviation. 

Most of the instruction will be given by 
local voluntary effort (retired officers, and 
so on), and the Air Ministry will give a 
grant of 3s. 6d. per cadet a year to units 
which have been inspected and found 
efficient. 


Japanese Soldiers Against War 


A CCORDING to the Daily Worker (July 
lias 28) R. Hoyama, a Japanese exiled for 
anti-war activity, has declared that in 
February and March “no less than 300 sol- 
diers were court-martialled for expressing 
anti-war sentiments.” 


A Matter of Preparation 


A: a meeting of Erith Council last week 
reference was made to a pamphlet dis- 
tributed in the schools and a card “to be 
completed and returned at once,” as a 
method of obtaining volunteers for a dis- 
play on August Bank Holiday “to show 
the public exactly what would happen in 
the district if the people were not properly 
organized for ARP.” 

Why not similarly get support for a dis- 
play to show exactly what would happen 
in the district if people organized properly 
for peace? 


Futile 


ND so we are forced back on the inherent 
futility of war, since its peace terms must 

be either ruthless or a reductio ad absurdum. 
Mr. H. B. Hermon Hodge, letter 


in The Times, July 26. 


Permanent? 


I a broadcast on ARP organization last 
week Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd, Home Office 
Under-Secretary, said: 

It will not fade away just because there might 
be an improvement in the European situation. 
It will form a permanent part of the defences 
of our country. 

He also said there were now about 
650,000 people in England connected with 
the ARP movement. 

Definition 
IIE pacifist is not one who supposes that the 
world is now so good that it is safe to 
practise love. He believes that the world is 
still so bad that it is necessary to practise love. 
—Rev. Lewis Maclachlan, 
Reconciliation, August, 1938. 
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MANIFESTO CAMPAIGN _ IN 
BIRMINGHAM 


ERE are some of the poste. paraders 
# I who advertised the eight meetings 
held simultaneously in Birmingham on the day 
the Manifesto Coach visited that city on its 


way from Carlisle to London. 


Scout Official 
Overrides 
Opposition to 
A.R.P. 


OPPOSITION to any participation by 
Scouts in ARP plans has been 
overridden by the District Commis- 
sioner for Wood Green, Southgate, and 
Friern Barnet, who has offered Scouts’ 
services to the local ARP officer. 


Although such services will, of course, be 
“purely voluntary,” and parents’ consent 
will be necessary, the Commissioner’s 
action may eventually leave scope (if his 
offer is accepted) for the use of “ moral 
pressure,” for the onus of refusal might fall 
on objectors. 


At the last meeting of the local associa- 
tion the question of Scouts’ participation. 
as Scouts, in local plans was discussed. 


As a large number of the members are 
also in the Peace Pledge Union there was 
naturally keen orposition to any such 
course being taken. 


Objection was based on the ground that 
such participation in ARP would be con- 
trary to the spirit of brotherhood and peace 
which the movement claims to have as its 
basis, for it was felt that ARP were part 
of war preparations. 


MOST POPULAR VIEW 


Other speakers pointed out that if those 
taking one point of view were to be allowed 
the assistance of Scouts, it was obvious that 
those holding contrary views would con- 
sider it only fair for them, too, to use the 
Scout movement. 


The most popular view was that the best 
course would be to have nothing at all to 
do with ARP in cn official capacity. It was 
noticeable that the chief advocates of sup- 
port for ARP were office-holders in the 
local association. 


It was then that the District Commis- 
sioner, seeing that if it came to a vote the 
possibility of the ARP officer receiving 
assistance from local Scouts would be very 
remote, took the matter into his own hands 
and stated that he was going to write to 
the ARP officer and offer the services of 
local Scouts in whatever capacity he 
thought best. 


Scout headquarters’ view is given in a 
statement by the County Commissioner for 
London. “I am sure,” he has declared 
“that the time has arrived when we must 
give a definite lead and encouragement to 
London to take its proper share of service 
to the community in air raid precautions.” 
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Classified Advertisements 


1}d. per word, minimum 2s, 


Box Number 6d. extro 


LATEST TIME FOR CCPY TUESDAY MORNING 


ACCOMMODATION 
To Let 


FURNISHED BED-SITTING ROOM, available 
late August, N. London, two mins. Picadilly tube: 


‘suitable for person working in City or West 


End. Breaktast provided if necessary. Further 
particulars write Box 91, 17 Featherstone 
Buildings, W.C.1. 


EDUCATIONAL 


EDUCATION 
sponsibility, Felcourt co-educational school, East 
Grinstead. Sussex. 


GERMAN PACIFIST, expert linguist, living in 
South Denmark near beautiful Flensburg Fjord, 
is willing to take students as boarders to Jearn 
German, Danish. Swedish. French or Italian 
Very reasonable terms. Facilities for regular 
German and ‘Danish conversational practice in 
district. For turther particulars apply War 
Resisters’ International. 11 Abbey Road. Enfield. 
Middiesex. or direct to Dr. Arnold Kalisch, 


~ Fredshjam,” Roenshoved pr Rinkenaes. 
Denmark 
ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL, LETCH- 


WORTH (recognized by the Board of Educa- ! 


tion). A thorough education for boys and girls 
to 19 years, at moderate fees in an open-air 
atmosphere of ordered freedom and progress 
Headmaster: H. Lyn Harris. M.A.. L1.B.(Camb.) 


HFALTH AND MEDICAL 


A VERDIER Nature Cure Practitioner. treats 
all conditions of ill health by natural methods 
Highty successful with Rheumatism, Asthma. 
Catarrh. Consultations by appointment —4 
Arlington Street Hull Telephone: 12783 


O, that some smart inventive man 

Would patent. make and sel! 

A tablet with the garlic’s power 

“ithout that garlic sme 

\ALLYSOL odourless antiseptic tablets contain 

garlic, but -sithout its abominable odour. Garlic 
is nature’s most famous antiseptic remedy tor 
iliness that arises from self-poisoning within 
Allysol makes garlic tolerable. Does not taint 
breath or body. Be rid of rheumatism and 
catarrh this pleasant antisepti’ way. Leaflet 
free. Trial box 42 concentrated garlic tablets. 
3/- post free from G. Millwood. Boxhill Road. 
Tadworth. Surrey 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


ALBUMS, SCROLLS, &c. from 3 to 100 
guineas. Battley Brothers Ltd. Printers and 
Publishers, The Queensgate Press. Clapham 
Park. S.W.4 


DIARY OF THE 
WEEK 


6 (Sat.) BOURNEMOUTH; 17.30 p.m. Smithfield 
Corner, opposite Pine Road, Winton (if wet, 
Friends Mecting House, Avenue Road); open- 
air meeting; PPU Publicity Van campaign 


7 (Sun.) BOURNEMOUTH; 7.30 p.m. East Clift. 
Overclifle; open-air meeting; PPU Publicity 
Van Campaign. 


MORECAMBE; 8.30 p.m Royalty Theatre; 
Canon Stuart Morris, Nigel Spottiswoode. 
and Rev. F. F. Pepper (chairman); PPU; 
reserved seats (6d. each) obtainable from 
F. Hellowell, Hatlex Drive, Hest Bank. 


9 (Tues.) MANCHESTER; 7.45 p.m. Ladybarn 
Park, Fallowfield; open-air meeting; PPU. 


ROMFORD; 8 p.m. The Market; open-air 
meeting; Rev. T. G. Foinette; Methodist 
Peace Fellowship. 


11. (fhurs.) ASHBURTON; 7.30 p.m. The Bull 
Ring; open-air meeting; L. O. Brown; PPU. 


12 (Fri.) HASLEMERE; 8 p.m. “ Three Limes.” 
High Street; Mr. Cole on “The PPU in New 
Zealand”; PPU. 


13 (Sat.) CROYDON; 7.30 p.m. Katherine 
Street; Sybil Morrison, Roy Walker, and Ken- 
neth Lee, at open-air meeting; PPU. 


NEWTON ABBOT; 7.30 p.m. The Square; 
open-air meeting; L O. Brown and R. Sand- 
ford; PPU. 


MAIDSTONE; 8 p.m. Church Institute. 
YMCA, Union Street; inaugural meeting, 
PPU group. 


COMING SHORTLY 
September 
17-18 (Sat.-Sun.) NORTHAMPTON; 3 p.m.-10 
p.m. and 2.30 p.m.-9 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House, Wellington Street; conference on 
“Civilization and Pacifism”; speaker, John 
P. Fletcher; PPU, Northampton and district 
groups. (See Notice Board, p. 12.) 


September 

23-25 (Fri.-Sun.) GLASGOW; McLellan Gal- 
leries, Sauchiehall Street; Peace and Empire 
Congress; particulars from organizing secre- 
tary (Mrs. Helen Crawfurd), 79, West Regent 
Street, Glasgow, C.2. 


FOR FREEDOM nde (—re- 


LECTURES 

THE FUTILITY AND SUICIDAL POLICY Or 
WAR; the above address given by Captain 
Butchers, Royal Societies Club. St. James's St 
anytime, anywhere (10 miles radius) without fee 
or expenses 


| PERSONAL 


GENTLEMAN would like to meet others 
having some means. Interested in living on a 
Pacific island——Box 101, PEACE NEWS, 17 
Featherstone Buildings. W.C.1. 


ROOM AND BOARD oftered to lady from Aug. 
16-30 in retvrn for caretaking and light duties 
in Central London flat. Alternatively, two rooms 
to friends, without board. Excellent references 
essential—Box 100. PEACE NEWS, 17 Feather- 
| stone Buildings. WC.1. 


SERVICES 


AS PLANNED BY DICK SHEPPARD. 
} Celebrations of the Holy Communion 
‘take place in the Crypt of St. Paul's 
| every Wednesday at 745 a.m.. when 
; rayers are offered for the renunciation 
of war and tor those engaged in the 

{ peace movement 


a Eas ET, 
SITUATIONS 
Wanted 


ADAPTABLE YOUNG MAN, agea 24, seeks 
Permanent progressive situation in accounts ot 
any description. having had nearly eight years‘ 
jexperience in insurance accounts and having 
passed intermediate examination of Corpora- 
tion of Accountants — Box 64, PEACE NEWS, 17 
Featherstone Buildings. W.C.1. 
a 

SONGS 

PEACE SONG-SHEE1. tor meetings Rous- 
Ing. Inspiring Popular tunes. Copy tree. Send 
PC to Ratcliffe 49 Fairbridge Rd.. London. N.19. 
ei 


~ TYPEWRITING 


THE SOUTH LONDON TYPEWRITING 
BUREAU, 951 Ruskin Walik. London. S.E24. 
Phone Brixton 2863 tor duplicating, typewriting, 
printing publicity, &c. Ribbons 3s. post free. 
Shorthand tuition, day, postal. Licensed Annually 
by LCC. Office Statts Free to Employers. 


aes See See ao 

TYPING FOR ~ PEACE” Jean's Typing and 
Duplicating Office are waiting tor any jobs you 
may have—large or small. Speed, efficiency, and 
low charges Phone Bishopsgate 3309; 2? Broad 
Street Station, Liverpool! Street. F.C.2. 


WHERE TO STAY 


BOURNEMOUTH (Boscombe). 18 Glen Koad. 
Small Private Hotet. h. and ec. water; near sea 
Ordinary and food reform diet. TEL Bosc 621L. 
Norah Bailey 


BRIGHTON Health and humane diet, Con- 
tinental, Indian, American, free from poisons, 
cruelty, bloodshed — Benares Hotel 14-18, 
Norfolk Terrace 


COTSWOLDS tor Autumn holidays. Sunny 
position in the “Valley of Peace.” Near Beech 
Woods. Attractive “food reform” fare. Log 
fires Constant hot water. Own car.—Taritt 
from Proprietors, A C and E. Rogers, * For- 
tune’s Well,” Sheepscombe. near Stroud. Glos. 
‘Phone: Painswick 2386 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For happy holiday 
or restful recuperation. Increased accommoda- 
tion Central heating throughout; h. and c. water 
in all bedrooms. Central for conferences.—A. & 
K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near Matlock. 
Telephone Ambergate 44. Station. Ambergate 
(L.M.S.). 


MALVERN WELLS. Dell Hydro. Food Re- 
form Guesthouse; beautiful grounds, watks, 
views; place for rest. atmosphere for thought 
Excellent cuisine.—Principal, Mrs. D. G. Cullen 
Evans. 


SUNNY SUSSEX.—A few guests received at 
Privett Cottage. Cowbeech, Hailsham; beautiful 
country; large garden.-—Warner. 


VISITORS TO LONDON. Comfortable accom- 
modation for two persons (2 beds) with break- 
fast and bath, 3s. 6d. each. Other meals as 
desired. Very central.—114, Kings Road, Sloane 
Square, S.W. 


Please hand this to your 
Newsagent 


UE errr earner = 


{Newsagent's name) 


Please deliver “PEACE NEWS“ 


to me weekly. 
Namefrccrortettecsrerteccoccressvette sottres 
Ad dressits..ccscstccecsescesnecccer tees aa 


Me eccaccces codecs asaseaesesen sn es amt 


as from issue dated........ssecccssessus 


Note to Newsagent :— 


"PEACE NEWS" is published 
weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retail price of 2d. It is obtain- 
able by your wholesaler at the usual 
rates from the Publishers at ‘I7, 
Featherstone Buildings, | London, 
W.C.I. 
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Basis of the Big Campaign 


MANIFESTO OF THE 
PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


Constructive Alternative to the 


Way of War 


HE following is the text of the Manifesto in which the Peace 

Pledge Union sets out its policy of a constructive alternative to 

war. This Manifesto was the basis of the national campaign of the 
PPU reported elsewhere in this issue. 


A as Peace Pledge Union, founded by 
Dick Sheppard on the basis of the 
pledge “We renounce war and will 
never support or sanction another,” 
makes this appeal to all who seek peace 
within and between the nations. 

The Great War to crush militarism and to 
end war led to the pitiful and desperate 
world of today. Just as it is still impossible 
to end war by war, so today it is morally 
and materially impossible to defend 
national democracy against fascism by war. 
Democracy itself must perish in that pro- 
cess, 

The defence of democracy against fascism 
by war means that the workers of one 
country are to engage in the massacre of 
the workers of another country. In order 
to contend with fascism by arms, a demo- 
cracy must surrender itself to totalitarian 
regimentation. 

Fascism flourishes because of the belief 
that in the world as it is violence is the only 
means by which the intolerable injustices 
under which nations suffer can be re- 
dressed. The ringed fence of arms which 
the democratic nations provide against 
fascism only encourages it in its evil ways. 

Fascism is thus fed and strengthened by 
every effort to quarantine it—‘to have no 
truck with it.” Recent events serve only to 
confirm this conviction. 


NEW FOREIGN POLICY 


We therefore appeal to our fellow citizens 
who are concerned with peace and demo- 
cracy to consider the claim of constructive 
pacifism. 

Pacifism is not merely a refusal to take 
part in war. The pledge to renounce 
war, involving as it does the refusal to 
allow governments to make use of the 


weapons of violence in su, port of foreign | 
policy, leads inevitably to the necessity | many is known collectively as Wehrwissen- 


for a new foreign policy, 


economic and political causes of friction in 
the world. M. van Zeeland’s conclusions 
should be investigated at once. They may 
be modified. He provided for that. 

When the causes are faced, a solution, 
which could both meet the needs of 
hungry nation:, raise the general stan- 
dard of life and secure the tights of 
native peoples, will be <ound possible in 
other tern:; than those of war. 

We urg: that a new peace treaty 


should be drawn up, tis time before: 


another war begins, instead of after it 

when hideous consequences :.ust lead to 

increased hatred, increased revenge, and 
renewed conflict—if, indeed, civilization 
survives. 

We therefore invite all who really seek 
peace between the nations to face the alter- 
natives before the world at this moment, 
and to realize the responsibility for coming 
to a decisicn justified alike by reason and 
conscience. We urge all those who are not 
prepared to put their trust in the method 
of violence to turn their backs on hatred, 
exclusiveness, and national self-righteous- 
ness, and to answer our appeal and accept 
our creed. 

We pledge ourselves to take no part what- 
ever in war, and to concentrate all our 
energies upon positive peace-making. 

(Copies of the Manifesto are obtainable from 


the Peace Pledge Union, 96, Regent Street, 
London, W.1.). 


NAZI THEORY OF WAR 


Admits Power of the 
People 


The new branch of science which in Ger- 


based on'schaften (“sciences of defence and resist- 


economic appeasement and reconciliation. | ance ”) was the subject of an article by 
We believe that the policy'described as| Rudolf Feistmann in the Zeitschrift fuer 
“collective security” is both wrong and/|freie deutsche Forschung. The writer de- 


impracticable. Britain’s increasing military 
power involves conscription at home and an 
inténsified race in armaments and military 
alliances which lead inevitably to war. We 
are left with the choice between this and a 
policy of complete and _ constructive 
pacifism. 

The most pressing need is to take im- 
mediate steps which will lead ultimately to 
the establishment of a really serviceable 
League of Nations. 


NOW IS THE TIML 


The new League must be based on pro- 
visions designed to meet the economic 
requirements of the large masses of 
poverty-stricken people to be found in 
varying degree among all nations of the 
earth. The satisfaction and security of each 
and every nations must be, and can be, ob- 
tained in the well being of all. 

Here is the essence of real collective 
security. 

Now is the time when every democrat 
should concentrate upon and call his 
government to confront the real and press- 
ing economic needs of the people of the 
world. 

The maintenance of imperial interest and 
economic advantage for ourselves literalty 
means that we are living at the expense 
of the people of other countries. It also 
necessitates domination, which makes 
peace impossible. 


VAN ZEELAND REPORT 


The Van Zeeland Report has been drawn 
up by a Statesman appointed by the Govern- 
ments of Britain and France to consider the 


FOOD WITHOUT SLAUGHTER 


Why noi try the-Vegetarian Way ? 
FREE LITERATURE ON APPLICATION TO 
The Vegetarian Society, 

57, Princess Street, Manchester, ‘2. 


clared that the Nazi view of totalitarian 
war was summarized in these words: 


The coming war will be fought out militarily, 
economically, financially, industrially, tech- 
nically, scientifically, politically, and mentally, 
therefore culturally. None of these fields may 
be neglected in time of peace, if we would 
maintain ourselves in time of war. 


This theme is developed in the Handbuch 


et i : | r ; 
der neuzeitlichen Wehrwissenschaften, an) week. Italian policy, he declared, “chooses 


‘the right path between the two extremes 


encyclopeedia of fascist war preparation 
three volumes of which have so far ap- 
peared. This textbook explains mental 
warfare as 

the fight carried on by the State with men- 
tal weapons for the strengthening of its own 
and weakening of its enemy’s prestige in the 
opinion of the world, for the preservation and 
strengthening of its own power of defence 
and the weakening of the enemy's power of 
resistance. 

The first of the weapons of mental war 
is propaganda in the nation itself, to arouse 
the conviction that war was forced upon 
the nation. 


Of the mental war action to be taken in 
foreign countries, Major Dr. Blau, Psycho- 
logical Laboratory of the Ministry of War, 
writes in his work, Geistige Kriegsfiihrung: 

The object of good propaganda must be to 
penetrate as far as possible into the territory 
of the opponent and of the neutral countries 
so as to grip the greatest possible number of 
members of the hostile nation .. . in order to 
work upon the individual by psychological 
suitable means to destroy his moral deter- 
mination of resistance or to change his con- 
victions. Both of these with the object of in- 
wardly preparing him to accept the will of the 
opponent. 

All the same the scientists of defence are 
not convinced of the efficacy of mental! war- 
fare as a means of combat. All treatises 
which refer to the “moral factor” in war 
express concern lest the will to fight should 
be paralyzed as a result of disappointed 
confidence. Thus Dr. K. Pintschovius 
writes: “The disposition and power of en- 
durance of the population have never been 
so important in war as in the present 
time."—IAMB Press Service. ; 


Neus ot Note 


VALUABLE WORK BY THE 
LEAGUE 

The need for the application of science 
in the growing complexity of economic life 
was given as the reason for increasing im- 
portance of the economic and financial 
organization of the League as a centre for 
research and for collecting published infor- 
mation, according to the first part of the 
annual report of the Secretary-General of 
the League, issued last weex. 

Both USA and Japan—States outside 
League itself—collaborate in work of this 
organization. 


LESSON IN UNITY 
The unity of Jewish organizations in a 
federation under one head (which for many 
years has been the objective of Jewish 
leaders in Germany) has just been achieved 


| —with the approval of the German Govern- 


ment itself, which apparently welcomes it 
as making easier its control of Jewish 


| activities. 


“GERMAN CITIZENS” IN ITALY?” 

Among some 40,000 representatives of 
German minorities in Europe and America, 
attending the National Gymnastic Festival 
at Breslau last week, it was noticeable that 
there was none from the German-speaking 
community in Italy. Herr Henlein declared 
th.t Germans abroad had a double loyaity: 
they took seriously their obligations to phe 
State to which they belonged, but, while 
being nationals of various Powers, they 
remained citizens of the German nation 
and voluntarily placed themselves under 
its laws. 


NEW CONSTITUTION FOR MALTA 

The fact that a new Constitution, afford- 
ing the people of Malta ‘a considerable 
measure of participation in their own 
affairs” would be drafted shortly, was 
announced vy the Colonial Secretary last 
Friday. There is, however, no question of 
restoring responsible government, which 
the British Government does not look upon 
as practicable yet. Very limited powers 
will be granted to the legislature which 
will be set up. 


REVOLT AGAINST DICTATOR 
A revolt broke out in Crete on Friday 
last but was promptly suppressed, the 400 
rebels being arrested. Crete, like Greece, 
is now under the virtual dictatorship of 
General Metaxas, Greek Premier. 


ADMIRALS BACK NIEMOELLER 

Six admirals (three of them retired) 
were sole signatories of a letter in The 
Times last week asking for “fair play for 
Dr. Martin Niemoeller.” They recalled 
that in March he was acquitted by a 
German law court, which ordered his 
release, and ceclared their 
respect for a former valiant foe who distin- 
guished himself in the service of his country 
and who is suffering for no less a cause than 
that of our common Christian faith 

ITALY’S COLOUR POLICY 

Italian attitude toward colour questions 
was dealt with by the Under-Secretary for 
Italian Africa in Azione Coloniale last 


represented by the Anglo-Saxon policy of 
the colour line and the unrestricted policy 
of assimilation practised by France.” 


IDENTITY CARDS IN GERMANY 
German citizens more than 15 years of 
age are to have identity cards. They will 
be compulsory in the case of Jews enjoying 
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Advance on 


Edueation Front 
Spanish Republic’s 
Record 


THE best educational work of the Spanish 

Republic has taken place since the out- 
break of the military uprising in July, 1936. 
It has been carried out by the Ministry of 
Education during days of blood, pain and 
heroism. The people seem to have felt 
that a barricade of books was the best 
parapet, cultivated minds were the best 
barricades, and cultivated words the most 
efficient shells. The following facts illus- 
trate this: 


Elementary Schools.—The growth of primary 
school education in Spain since the fascist mili- 
tary uprising of July, 1936, has been impressive 
in its quantity and quality. The number of 
schools has multiplied, and teachers now receive 
appropriate salaries. Children are also cared 
for in the pre-school and post-school periods. 

The annual Budget for the Ministry of Educa- 
tion under the Monarchy was 14 million pesetas, 
while the last sum allotted to this Ministry by 
the Republic was 143 million pesetas. 


Teachers at the Front.—Today the Republic 
sends soldiers to the front with books, to be a 
delight to the educated and to teach the illiterate. 
This work is called the Culture Militia. 
Thousands of men who were unable to read or 
write when they went to the trenches can now 
do so. This educational work on the fronts has 
also been assisted by travelling theatres. 

At the same time, the Republic does not forget 
the teaching of adults in the rear. Flying 
brigades go through the towns and villages en- 
couraging the teachers, founding libraries, and 
stimulating many organizations which seek to 
prove that the school is the fundamental institu- 
tion in the countryside. 

Arts and Physical Culture.—The Government’s 
work for culture is crystallized in the National 
Council of Music, the National Theatre Council 
and the constant art exhibitions. 

Nor has the Republic forgotten physical cul- 
ture, for a National Council of Physical Culture 
is trying to distract the interest of youth from 
professional sport. 

The Worker in the Classrooms.—‘“ Talent, not 
money” was the slogan of the Ministry of Edu- 
cation which very soon became popular. 

The secondary schools have not been inter- 
rupted in their work for a moment. A system 
of selecting the most intelligent pupils has been 
established, and, where necessary, entrance fees 
are waived and scholarships of 200-450 pesetas 
a month granted. Students with scholarships do 
not have to pay entrance fees, nor do they have 
to pay for their books. In all, 3,716 scholarships 
for secondary schools, normal schools, univer- 
sities, and trade schools have been established. 

Schools for workers have also been founded, 
where the workers can study for any career. 
The Government helps these workers to buy 
their books, and also pays them wages equiva- 
lent to those they were earning when they left 
their work to study. 

Professional and technical education has not 
been forgotten; professors with the necessary 
material have been sent to places of work to 
teach skilled labour in the factories. 


(continued from col. 3) 


German civic rights, or “Aryans” who enter 
military service or who have occasion fre- 
quently to cross the frontiers. 


UNREST IN JAMAICA 

Belief that the reasons for unrest in 
Jamaica were intolerably bad housing con- 
ditions, extremely low wages, and mass 
unemployment, was expressed by a deputa- 
tion of progressive organizations which 
called on the Colonial Office on July 15. 
The delegation asked for a full inquiry into 
economic conditions. 

Names of members of Royal Commission 
appointed to investigate social and eco- 
nemic conditions in the West Indies were 
announced last week; Lord Moyne is the 
chairman. 
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Public Affairs Commentary ,r 


JAPAN KEEPING RUSSIA BUSY? 

HE opportunities for explosions in 

Europe have not been lessened by the 

increased military activity in Germany, 
and may have been added to even by the 
latest clash so far away as the Soviet- 
Japanese frontier in China. 

News of increased activity (involving 
even the conscription of labour) in con- 
nexion with fortifications on the German 
side of the French and Belgian frontiers 
and even of more immediately threatening 
moves such as the banning of all foreign 
military officers from the area and an order 
to German State officials to be back from 
holidays by August 16. may well be of the 
order of hints to France (and so to us) to 
bring greater pressure to bear on Czecho- 
slovakia to propose terms that will not 
bring her military arrangements with 
France into effect. Since the latter are 
bound up with similar arrangements with 
the USSR there may be the same kind 
of significance in the fact that the Russo- 
Japanese clash is not only concentrating 
Russian attention as far east as it could be 
concentrated, but is assuming a magnitude 
unknown in innumerable similar if not 
worse clashes in that ill-controlled region 
of the world. 

Taken in conjunction with les. openly re- 
ported, but apparently well authenticated, 
news of munition dumps in various parts 
of Austria near the Czech frontier, and of 
the greatly increased rate, as well as quan- 
tity, of recent purchases of war material by 
Germany, these signs are distinctly gloomy. 
For whereas many people maintain a too 
complacent hope that another German 
threat to Czechoslovakia can be met <3 was 
that of May 20-21, these indications—unless 
they are only bluff—suggest that Germany 
would not again be deterred by any threat 
of action against her on a large scale. 

In any event, this meeting of threat 
with threat, if not of force with force, 
should serve as an excellent practical 
lesson before our eyes of the impossi- 
bility of maintaining peace by the so- 
talled “collective” action of so-called 
“non-aggressive” States. It equally 
shows the effect of trying to run in double 
harness this policy and one of appease- 
ment. 

For the nature of the war policy is such 
that cttention must be given to it to the 
exclusion of all else, lest the “enemy” 
should get ahead. 


BULGARIA'S EXAMPLE 


FPURTHER liquidation of another of the 

peace treaties was effected when the 
Greek Minister of Foreign Affairs (repre- 
senting the Council of the Balkan Entente) 
and the Bulgarian Prime Minister signed 
an agreement on Sunday which released 
Bulgaria from the obligation not to fortify 
her frontier with Turkey. 

It is one of the ironies of high politics 
that such a treaty is hailed—particularly in 
London and Paris (not to mention, of 
course, the capitals of the countries con- 
cerned)—as an aid to peace. It was also 
provided in the treaty, however, that the 
signatory States shall “abstain in their 
mutual relations from recourse to force.” 
Before the War one might as well have 
sought such an agreement as one between 
so many Kilkenny cats. 

In these days, when limited friendships 
almost invariably mean a corresponding 
animosity in some other quarter, we may 
expect that the drawing together of Bul- 
garia and the other Balkan States will have 
its reaction elsewhere. In this connexion 
it will be remembered that Italy’s alleged 
support of anti-government movements in 
Greece has been attributed to her fear that 
the Greek dictator might succeed in doing 
what has now been done—though the chief 


rom page 1) 


Nevertheless, the new treaty is a 
further remarkable example of what can 
be done in the way of sacrifices for peace 
even by a country with a grievance. 


In the first place, Bulgaria has resigned 
herself—rather than seek to alter it by 
force—to the position to which the Great 
War reduced her. Then, in January 1937, 
by a “pact of perpetual peace with Yugo- 
slavia, she virtually renounced a claim to 
Macedonia (dating from before the War) 
which had been the source of many wars. 
And now another pre-War claim has been 


Rumania in 1913. 

But even material 
added to the peace she has preserved to 
show the value, as well as practicability, 
;of making sacrifices for peace, while the 
‘consequent improvement in the treatment 
of her minorities which she may reason- 
ably expect from her neighbours may serve 
jas a timely object lesson in other parts of 
Europe. 


CHURCH AND STATE 


THE fact that pronouncements on the 
Italian attitude toward the racial 
question are becoming not only more defi- 
nite but more authoritative is significant. 
In itself, even coming from Signor Musso- 
lini, it could be dismissed as irrespaqnsible 
babbling, since only six years ago he said: 
Race! It is a feeling, not a reality; 95 per- 
cent, at least, is a feeling. Nothing will ever 
make me believe that biologically pure races 
can be shown to exist today ... Anti-Semitism 
does not exist in Italy. 

Some significance attaches to “he new 
Italian policy, however, in that it is another 
sign of the depth of that country’s unity 
with Germany—or, perhaps worse from the 
point of view of rival interests, of her de- 
sire to cultivate German support. 

But most significant is the Pope’s out- 
spoken attack on the new policy and the 
fact that Mussolini has considered it 
necessary to make a defiant rejoinder. For 
despite the Roman Church’s different 
position, it is generally regarded as being 
about as obedient a servant of the Italian 
State (not to say of fascism itself) as any 
other actually or virtually established 
church. 

The real issue was bluntly put in a Ger- 
man defence of Mussolini’s reply to the 
Pope. Though not in so many words, in 
effect the Vélkischer Beobachter said it was 
the business of the Church to accommodate 
itself or keep quiet. 

This not only explains why there must 
always be State persecution of those in 
Germany who refuse to place first loyalty 
to Czeesar, but sums up the real reason 
why organized Christianity in this and 
other countries supports the war method. 
In fact, it puts in a nutshell the essential 
disease from which the world is suffer- 
ing and which is so great a hindrance to 
the coming of peace. 

Will a church that is practically com- 
pelled to obey the State now give a lead 
that will galvanize into action churches 
which have hitherto freely obeyed it? 


ARMS AND POLICY 


| is (apparently indignantly) denied that nego- 

tiations for limiting air armaments are con- 
templated. There is no need for the denial; it 
is obvious, not merely to the pessimistic but to 
anyone who understands why nations arm. In 
a word, it is because their policies assume the 
possibility of war—either to get what they need 
but cannot get by peaceful means, or to hold 
what they have. x 

Someone must start to give effect even to an 
agreed step, and there is at least this much 
method in the nations’ madness, that none will 
stop arming while others arm, since it is only 
arming because others arm. 

When a nation puts its faith in doing to others 
as it would have others do, it will have no 


negotiator appears to have been Yugoslavia. | possible use for arms. 
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given up in the case of territory ceded to! 


advantages have| 


HE Council o the War Resisters' International met in Bilthoven, Holland, last 
week. This picture shows the council members and visitors. Reading from left 


to right, they are: 


SEATED: Professor Jos: Brocca (Spain); A. Ruth Fry (treasurer) ; George Lansbury 
(chairman) ; Grace M. Beaton (general secretary! ; H. Runham Brown (hon. secretary). 

STANDING: Marcel Pichon (youth secretary} ; Eugene Lagot (France) ; John Nevin Sayre 
(USA—chairman, International Fellowship of Reconciliation) ; Harold F. Bing (Britain) ; Wilhelm 
Solzbacher (Germany) ; Stuart D. Morris (Britain—chairman, PPU) ; Hagbard Jonassen (Danmark) : 
Marcel van Diest (Belgium) : Olga Fierz (Switzerland) ; Jordan Kovacey (Bulgaria] ; Muriel Lester 
(Britain) ; Han Kuijsten (Holland—secretary, Internationa! Anti-Militarist Bureau) ; Premsyl Pitter 
(Czechoslovakia) ; Bertha Kees Bockea (Holland) ; Sydney P. Larcombe (Britain); Dr. J. G. B. 


Brass (Britain). 


Stuart Morris and Jordan Kovacev were co-opted on to the council. 


95 VARIETIES 


Diversity Lends 
Interest to P.P.U. 


Summer Conference 


WHATEVER omissions members of the 
Peace Pledge Union conference at 
Langham made in packing their bags they 
all obeyed to the letter John Barclay’s in- 
junction to bring fine weather—at any rate 
so far as the weekend was concerned. 
Under such conditions the gardens were 
greatly appreciated, and though it was, 
perhaps, hardly possible to lie under the 
trees out of sight of a fellow being, out of 
sound was an actual possibility. Lest this 
should sound unsociable, one must add that 
the gregarious had their fill of human 
society in the bedrooms and bathrooms— 
the latter being responsible for a wholesale 
breaking down of inhibitions about taking 
one’s bath in public. 
Notices in Spanish reminded us of the 
absent inmates of the house, and a posi- 


tively Neronian touch was given by the | 


one outside the dining room which to the 
non-Spanish-speaking reader appeared to 
forbid the playing of guitars by bald- 
headed incendiaries unless the house was 
burning. 

A number of Swanwick friendships 
were renewed, and new members made 
the old discovery that a household of 95 
pacifists yields exactly 95 different 
approaches. _ to 


pacifism, with the 


IN ONE HOUSE 


cortesponding number of glorious oppor- 
tunities for debate. 


Lectures in the morning, discussions 
after supper made up the formal pro- 
gramme, and the time between was agree- 
ably filled with bathing parties, walking 
tours, and a variety of cricket unknown 
to usual country house circles. A band of 
players rehearsed Murder in the Cathedral 
in a (by request) air-tight room, whence 
the clamour of Becket’s death scene 
emerged in muffled form to haunt the 
startled lounger. 


Sponsors were represented by Max 
Plowman, John Barclay, and Stuart D. 
Morris, and the disappointment that more 
were not able to come was to be partially 
remedied by the arrival of Mr. Middleton 
Murry and Dr. Alex. Wood during the 
week. 


M. H. B. 


Speaking on Tuesday, Sir Norman Angell 
said: 

Military power cannot capture wealth in our 

ay; that is the economic justification of the 
pacifist faith. I start with the assumption that 
military violence is always evil, that force is 
Levi Pacifists must support the lesser of two 
evils. 


Where the whole peace party’s task is simple 
is: we must take the initiative in making what 
{looks like sacrifices. We must be prepared to 
| say we will internationalize all our non-self- 
governing colonies and end _ = imperialism 
' altogether, ruling these lands for the benefit of 
the inhabitants, whilst outside nations shall have 
equality of rights. 


The conference has concentrated on proving 
that the pacifist way is better than the collective 
way, with which I quite agree. But that is not 
the question. The question is whether at elec- 
tion times you are going to vote for the Cecils 
and the Attlees or for the Beaverbrooks. 
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Group made good 


start distributing 6,000 leaflets on first 
three evenings of tattoo (ending today, 


Dm 
r 


TIDWORTH TATTOO. 


Andover Peace 


STOP 


obtaining 


eight signatures to peace pledge on the 


unexpectedly 
Special leaflet arousing consider- 


able interest, and noticeable very few 


Saturday), 
thrown away, 


Spot. 


